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Facility set to be 
closed in two years 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


WARE -— Baystate Health 
announced it plans to close Mary 
Lane Outpatient Center’s doors 
completely by 2023, with the clo- 
sure of the Emergency Room and 
cancer unit in June. 

Baystate Health President 
and CEO Mark A. Keroack and 
President and Chief Administrative 
Officer Molly Gray announced the 
closure of the 112-year-old facility 
in a press conference on Tuesday. 

“This is part and parcel of an 
ongoing assessment that Baystate 
does to adapt to changes in demand 
for our services and to stay con- 
temporary in how we deliver our 
care,” he said. 


Factors for closure 

They attributed Mary Lanes’ 
closure to several factors — the 
building’s age, the lack of use by 
the community and lack of staff 
retention. 

Keroack said over the years 
Mary Lane’s volumes for in-pa- 
tient services were declining to 
the “point where they averaged in 
the single-digits in 2016 when we 
decided to shutter those services.” 

In 2016, Baystate pledged to 
keep the emergency department 
open at Mary Lane for at least sev- 
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Baystate Health plans to ask the Department of Public Health to let it close its Mary Lane campus and 
move services to Palmer and Springfield. 


eral years. 

“Patients are actually choosing 
to receive care in other locations,” 
Gray said. “Today, nearly half of 
Baystate Mary Lane Outpatient 
Center is vacant by day and 90% 


unused at night. Baystate Mary 
Lane’s emergency department 
has had minimal utilization for 
true emergency services of the 28 
patients who arrive at that site for 
care 85% or 24 out of 28 of the 


patients present with common, 
minor, non-urgent conditions like 
a cold, flu or sprain that could be 
treated in a primary care setting.” 
Additionally, Baystate has had 
difficulty recruiting and retaining 


providers in the area, especially in 
small practices. Gray said in the 
last several years, it has lost six pri- 
mary care positions in its Eastern 
Region. 

“This is a market 
reality that reflects the 
need to consolidate 
practices in support of 
clinicians,” Gray said. 
“Candidates really 
seek robust, multi-spe- 
cialty practices.” 

Another contribut- 
ing factor to the clo- 
sure is the building’s 
age 





Mary Lane ER, cancer unit to close in June 


Keroack said five years ago he 
heard “some really raw emotions 
from people who had fond memo- 
ries of Mary Lane.” 

“T understand how 
a community gets 
attached to a hospi- 
tal, my responsibili- 
ty is to take a look at 
what can we do there. 
What’s the best way 
to configure services 
for all the 100,000 
people in the doz- 
ens of town that are 
served in our Eastern 
Region,” Keroack 


Gray said “to main- Molly Gray, said. “When you look 
tain steady-state oper- Baystate Health at what people feels 
ations would require Eastern Region in their hearts is often 

President and Chief 


over $5 million in con- 
struction investments 
to maintain the facility, 
compliance and opera- 
tions over the next three years.” 


Baystate Wing 

Baystate will consolidate oper- 
ations at Baystate Wing to “better 
invest resources in state-of-the- art 
care, emergency care and physician 
recruitment and retention. This will 
really allow us for more effective 
staffing in an area where recruiting 
clinical professionals can be chal- 
lenging.” 

Five years ago, Baystate closed 
in-patient services at Mary Lane. 
Local members of the community 
opposed the decision, including the 
Keep Mary Lane Local Coalition. 


not matched with 

what they’re doing in 

terms of their choic- 
es of where to go when 
they’re sick...It’s something where 
I need to put my emotions aside 
and take an objective look can we 
legitimately offer something there 
that makes sense or try to consoli- 
date services and make Wing more 
robust.” 


Administrative Officer 


Next steps 


The formal process requires 
Baystate provide notice to the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health which will be filed in 
the days following the announce- 
ment, Keroack said. The DPH will 
conduct hearings and issue a ruling 


Please see MILH, page 6 








Turley Publications staff photo by Melina Bourdeau 
Cedarbrook Village resident Charlotte Borlikoski received her COVID- 
19 vaccine and took her picture on the red carpet set up for recipients. 


Cedarbrook Village staff, 
residents receive vaccines 


WARE -— The first phase of 
COVID-19 vaccines are begin- 
ning to be rolled out, which 
includes congregate housing. and 
Cedarbrook Village residents and 
staff received their shots Monday. 


About 75 people at the assisted 
and independent living facility on 
South Street were vaccinated. The 
vaccine comes in two shots, and 
they received their first one this 
week. 


Health insurance removed 
from union negotiations 


Board now tree to 
consider GIC plans 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN — The Quaboag 
School Committee took a 8-0 
vote Monday to adopt sections 
21 to 23 of state law Chapter 
32B, allowing it to remove 
decisions on employee health 
insurance from union negoti- 
ations. The sections also allow 
the district to join the General 
Insurance Commission health 
plans and to offer teachers anoth- 
er Massachusetts Interlocal 
Insurance Association-equivalent. 

Committee members Andrew 
Schwenker, Jason Morgan, Sarah 
Tetreault, Greg Morse, David 
Kirk, Tracy Waz, Dustin Atwood 
and Dr. James Wilson III voted to 
adopt the state law. 

Committee members DeAnna 
Shepherd, Anne Banville, Craig 
Burgess and Matthew Peloquin 
abstained as the State Ethics 
Committee has ruled they 


each have a conflict-of-interest 
because a relative works in the 
school district. 

Currently, the Quaboag 
Education Association, has a 
Blue Cross Blue Shield insurance 
plan through the MIA. For the 
current Blue Cross Blue Shield 
plan, through MIA, the district 
pays $2,514,589, and employees 
pay $838,190, of the $3,352,758 
total. 

During a meeting last fall, 
School Committee member 
David Kirk said the health insur- 
ance takes up about 13% of the 
school district’s budget of almost 
$18 million, and needed to be 
looked at. 

“We’ve had many conversa- 
tions for a good four years or 
more,” said Quaboag School 
Committee Chairman Andrew 
Schwenker during Monday’s 
meeting. “We did take a vote on 
this back in October, but it did 
not pass.” 

In past meetings last fall 
teachers asked the committee not 
to take that step, but to negoti- 
ate with the union about poten- 


tial changes. Union members said 
then they were willing to consid- 
er money-saving changes to the 
health insurance plan. 

Last September the district 
hired insurance consultant, Cook 
& Co. Insurance Services, of 
Marshfield, which started work 
on the analyses on Sept. 28, to 
help determine what health 
insurance options were available 
and what kind of savings could 
be realized through changing 
plans. Jill Gallant-Shaw and Sue 
Shillue, of Cook & Co., presented 
numerous scenarios at a number 
of meetings over the fall, which 
had a range of savings from 
less than $250,000 to more than 
$300,000 a year. 

Shillue told the committee in 
the fall that any negotiations with 
the teachers would have to wrap 
up by Feb. | to carry out the 60 
to 90-day processes associated 
with changing insurance plans. If 
negotiations were unsuccessful, 
the Committee would still have 
time to adopt the state regulations 
and proceed in picking a less 
expensive health insurance plan. 





Rail plan advocates plan next steps, believe ridership underestimated 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — Now that they’ve 
had a chance to digest MassDOT’s 
extensive feasibility study of a pro- 
posed passenger rail link connect- 
ing Pittsfield to Boston, including 
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stops in Palmer and Springfield, 


on the project. One major issue 


That’s a complaint committee 


ther study is justified. 








the Rail Stop Steering Committee 
is planning its next course. 

The town-appointed committee 
met recently to discuss the study 
and set priorities, including how 
to prod state and federal officials 
not already on-board to start acting 
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on which all those in the meeting 
seem to agree is the study vast- 
ly underestimates the number of 
riders it would attract — a critical 
component of the cost benefit anal- 
ysis that determines if a project is 
eligible for federal funding. 


Scouts 
brave 
cold 
temps 


COMMUNITY 


members and others made after a 
draft study — the report’s predeces- 
sor — was released a few months 
prior. They made those feelings 
known and MassDOT appears to 
have acknowledged it in the final 
report, which concludes that fur- 
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Wary of the slow pace of gov- 


ernment and a historic reluctance 
to invest in large scale infrastruc- 
ture programs, committee mem- 
bers want to seize any momentum 


Please see STUDY, page 10 
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Selectmen 
support 
Ware River 
Park grant 
application 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 





HARDWICK — At its vir- 
tual meeting Monday, Cynthia 
Henshaw, executive director of 
the East Quabbin Land Trust, and 
William Zinni, of the Conservation 
Commission, presented the Board 
of Selectmen with an application 
for the 2021 Mass Trail Grant to 
make improvements to Ware River 
Park in Gilbertville. Selectmen 
approved providing a letter of 
support for the Conservation 
Commission application for the 
2021 Mass Trail Grant Program. 

Ware River Park encompass- 
es three different tracts of land 
acquired by the town in the 1990s 
with the assistance of EQLT. It is 
about 10 acres, spanning from the 
gazebo all the way to the former 
Dunroamin Country Club property. 
Ware River Park also features the 
Gilbertville Fitness Trail, which is 
having erosion problems and an 
abundance of invasive plants. Many 
large trees will need to be removed, 
some of which were damaged 
by gypsy moths. Henshaw said 
they would also like to improve 
the existing canoe launch. The 
Thompson parcel, which is the 


Please see GRANT, page 3 
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One 1s a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 


$100, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 


provides a death certificate 


and must be pre-paid. 


; user Reena 


If anyone recogn! 
send the names an 


Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 
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Fax: 413.967.6009 


Nomination papers 
available for Warren 
positions 


WARREN — Warren Town Clerk Nancy J. 
Lowell has announced that nomination papers are 
available on Wednesday, Feb. 1, for the upcoming 
Town Election to be held on Tuesday, May 4. There 
papers must be filed with the Board of Registrars 
in the Town Clerk’s office, for certification on or 


before Tuesday, March 26, at 5 p.m. Final day to 
withdraw as a candidate is Thursday, April 1, at 5 


EMAIL oe 


Appearing on the ballot will be the following: 


Advertising Sales 
Dan Flynn One, three-year AaSSSSOr seat; one three-year 
dflynn@turley.com Cemetery Commissioner; a two-year Board of 
Health seat; a five-year Housing Authority term; 
three-year term as a Park Commissioner; five-year 
Managing Editor Planning Board seat; one three-year Selectman 
Eileen Kennedy term; a three-year Sewer Commissioner term and 
ekennedy@turley.com three-year Tree Warden position. 
The Quaboag Regional School District positions 
Subscriptions will also be incorporated on the Town Ballot. Two 
cgriswold@turley.com members from the town of Warren for three-year 
terms and two members from the town of West 
Brookfield for three year terms. There 1s also a one- 
$31 per year pre-paid year term for Warren members. 
($36 out of state) These nomination papers are available on 
Newsstand: $1.00 per copy Wednesday, Feb. 3, at the front office of the 
Quaboag Regional Middle High School at 284 
WEB Old West Brookfield Road in Warren. Deadline for 


p.m. 
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returning these papers is Friday, March 19, by 4 


Last day to register to vote before the Town 
Election is Wednesday, April 14, from 9 a.m. to 
8 p.m., at the Town Clerk’s office in the Shepard 
Municipal Building on High Street. 


Each week the Ware River News 
digs into its submitted photo 
archives and selects a people photo 
to publish. We need your help to 
help identify those pictured. 


Email your answers by Monday at 
noon to ekennedy@turley.com. 


Last week’s photo was of Wilton’s 
Childrens Store in the Millyard in 
Ware from the 1980s. 


Hardwick Town Election set for April 12 


HARDWICK — The Annual 
Town Election will held on 
Monday, April 12. The last day 
to obtain and submit nomination 
papers to the Board of Registrars 
for certification by Monday, Feb. 
22, by 5 p.m. 

The last day to file nomina- 
tion papers with Town Clerk is 
on Monday, March 8, by 5 p.m. 
The last day to object or withdraw 
nomination papers is Wednesday, 
March 10, by 5 p.m. The last day 


to register to vote in the Annual 
Town Election, is on Tuesday, 
March 23, 8 p.m. 

Voter registration will take 
place in the Myron E. Richardson 
Building at 307 Main St., 
Gilbertville on Tuesday, March 23, 
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. This is the 
last day and hour to register voters 
who wish to vote at the Annual 
Town Election. Mail-in voter reg- 
istrations will be accepted if post- 
marked no later than the March 23 


deadline. 

Financial statements must be 
filed by all candidate for election 
by the following dates even if the 
candidate has no financial activity 
to report. The first financial report 
is due April 5, by 5 p.m., and the 
second is due on May 12, at noon. 

Minorities, females and individ- 
uals with disabilities are encour- 
aged to run for office. The town of 
Hardwick is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 





Polish plate dinner Feb. 13 


WARE — St. Mary’s Church, 
57 South Street will be having a 
pre-order sale of a Polish plate 
dinner. The plate will consist of 
three pierogi, one golombek, kiel- 
basa, kapusta and Polish bread. 
Cost of the meal is $15. Curbside 
pickup will be on Saturday, Feb. 


13, in the parking lot behind St. 
Mary’s Church. Each customer 
will be designated a pick-up time 
when placing your order. Payment 
should be the exact amount, either 
check made out to St. Mary’s 
Church, or cash and placed in an 
envelope with your name, phone 


The future brings new leadership 
for Monson Savings Bank. 


Our commitment to remain a mutually chartered, 
customer focused, community bank is here to stay. 
Longtime friends, team members and true locals 
Dan Moriarty and Michael Rouette will lead 
Monson Savings Bank forward, following the 
retirement of Steve Lowell. They are dedicated 

to continuing to uphold the values that makes 
Monson Savings Bank a trusted local community 
banking partner and a preferred employer. 


Michael Rouette, EVP Chief Operating Officer | Steve Lowell,CEO | Dan Moriarty Sr., current President and future CEO 


Member FDIC | MonsonSavings.bank 
Each depositor is insured by the FDIC to at least $250,000. All deposits above the DI F 


EQUAL HOUSING 


MEMBER BANK 





LENDER FDIC insurance amount are insured by the Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF). 


number and payment amount. Call 
Sylvia at 413-436-9268 or Diane 
at 413-967-5207, with questions 
and/or to order. All orders must 
be received by Sunday, Feb. 7. 
St. Mary’s thanks everyone for 
their support. Snow date will be 
Sunday, Feb. 14. 


Monson Savings 


Your Bank Forever 
where people save, businesses prosper, communities benefit 











Ware Boy Scout Troop 281 set up their tents as they camped in West Brookfield and took part in a virtual 
Klondike Derby and the troop’s annual Winter Deep Freeze Campout. 








virtual Klondike Derby 
and troop treeze-out 


WEST BROOKFIELD —- Boy 
Scout Troop 281 of Ware, spon- 
sored by AMVETs Post 2577, was 
back in the woods again. This time, 
the Scouts were participating in a 
Klondike Derby, the winter version 
of a boy scout camporee. 

Troop 281 was invited to par- 
ticipate in a Virtual Klondike 
Derby, run by the Leaders of 
the Revolution District, based 
in Connecticut Rivers Council. 
Troops were provided scout skill- 
based tasks to perform on their 
own, video the results and submit it 
to the District. 

“We are used to Klondike 
Derbies being held with no snow” 
said Senior Patrol Leader Grant 
Pelletier-Biggs. “This group of 
scouts just want to do everything 
they can do in Scouting, snow or 
no snow. And with the issues with 
COVID, getting back into camping 
was a bonus.” 

The troop had decided to com- 
bine the Klondike Derby event 
with their annual Winter Deep 
Freeze Campout, traditionally held 
in January. “The Scouts spent the 
prior month of weekly meetings 
preparing for the Deep Freeze cam- 
pout” said Scoutmaster Dan Flynn. 
“Each week, there was skill- spe- 
cific training, taught by the older 
experienced Scouts, which includ- 
ed topics like proper layering and 
winter first aid. We had to follow 
COVID guidelines so two meetings 
were held weekly with the troop 
split into two groups.” 

The Klondike Derby activities 
for the day included fire building, 
hiking, wilderness survival and 
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Young and older Scouts got their Klondike Derby sleds out to prepare 
for the race, with the added challenge of trying to find a supposed 
injured hiker. 


the traditional Klondike Derby 
sled race, though this time with a 
twist. “The youth leadership gave 
the patrols an additional challenge. 
As the event was to begin, each 
patrol was informed there was an 
injured hiker lost in the woods. All 
the information provided was a 
compass bearing and estimated dis- 
tance. Each patrol used their sled, 
equipped with first aid materials 
to make a stretcher, and went off 
to retrieve the injured hiker. It was 
a really awesome activity and the 
Scouts did and excellent job” said 
Pelletier-Biggs. 


The was a special tradition- 
al Scouting completion that was 
offered in the virtual Klondike 
Derby: the Dutch oven cook-off. 
“It takes a special effort to make 
a perfect a Dutch oven meal” said 
Flynn. The Dutch oven is regarded 
as the ultimate Scouting cooking 
method. “Nick Bousquet, one of 
our senior Scouts, prepared a per- 
fect chili. His entree in the compe- 
tition will certainly draw attention 
for an award,” he said. 

With the weekend campout 
being held in West Brookfield, 
the Troop was ready for the worst 
possible conditions. The forecast 





called for temperatures in the low 
20s during the day with nighttime 
falling to below OQ, as wind chill 
was factored in. 

“At night, members of the troop 
tented out, but several used avail- 
able shelters” said Flynn. “At each 
point of the weekend, individual 
Scout safety and COVID precau- 
tion was at the forefront of our 
minds.” 

Staying warm was the most 
important point for the weekend, 
but the bonus for the scouts was 



















Please see , page 5 


Scouts head out with 
their sleds for the 
virtual Klondike Derby. 





Courtesy photos 





Scouts also got to 
enjoy campfires 
and good food 
and hot drinks. 


THE CENTERED PLACE 


SINCE 1988 
Yoga & Meditation Classes 


Now offering both online classes and 
studio classes. We will keep you sate. 
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Have compassion. Be considerate of others. 
Take care. 


413 436 /374 
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA 
WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 





Cousce Notes, Return to hybrid vote scheduled 


Cameron Barnes 
makes Fitchburg 


State's dean's list 


FITCHBURG — Fitchburg 
State University President 
Richard S. Lapidus announced 
that Cameron B. Barnes, of 
Ware, was among the students 
who qualified for inclusion on 
the dean’s list for the fall 2020 
semester. 

A student is placed on the 
dean’s list for the semester if 
an average grade of 3.20 or bet- 
ter 1S attained, and the student 
is attending the university full 
time. 

Fitchburg State University 
enrolls 7,000 day and evening 
students in more than 50 pro- 
grams of study. The university 
was established in 1894. 


Jessica Lafountain 
makes Fall 2020 
President's List 


FRANKLIN — Dean College 
is pleased to announce a local 
student, Jessica Lafountain, of 
Ware, has earned a place on the 
President’s List for the fall 2020 
semester. These students have 
demonstrated a serious commit- 
ment to their studies while at 
Dean College. 

Founded in 1865, Dean 
College is a private, residen- 
tial college located in Franklin, 
45 minutes from Boston. Dean 
College offers baccalaure- 
ate degrees, associate degree 
programs, as well as a robust 
schedule of part-time continu- 
ing and professional education 
credit and certificate programs 
throughout the calendar year. 


Lindsey Kelleher 
makes dean’s list 


FRANKLIN — Dean College 
is pleased to announce the stu- 
dents that have earned a place 
on the Dean’s List for the fall 
2020 semester. These students 
have demonstrated a serious 
commitment to their studies 
while at Dean College. They 
include Lindsey Kelleher, of 
Ware. 

Founded in 1865, Dean 
College is a private, residen- 
tial college located in Franklin, 
45 minutes from Boston. Dean 
College offers baccalaure- 
ate degrees, associate degree 
programs, as well as a robust 
schedule of part-time continu- 
ing and professional education 
credit and certificate programs 
throughout the calendar year. 
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The Ware River News will gladly correct 
factual errors that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To request a correction, send 
information to ekennedy @turley.com, or call 
967-3505. Corrections may also be requested in 
writing at: Ware River News, Attn: Editor, 80 


Main St., Ware, MA 01082. 
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By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff meeting 


WARREN —- The Quaboag 
School Committee is sched- 
uled to take a vote on whether to 
return the district’s schools to an 
in-person hybrid learning model 
on Wednesday, Jan. 28, through a 
Zoom meeting at 8 p.m., according 
to Quaboag School Superintendent 
Brett Kustigian. If they vote to 
return to the hybrid model, stu- 
dents will return physically begin- 
ning on Monday, Feb. 1. It will be 
the only topic on the agenda. 

The district had gone to fully 
remote classes for the past three 
weeks, and continues in that mode. 
A memo of understanding between 
the district and the teachers states 
that if Warren and West Brookfield 
are in red high-risk designation for 
COVID-19 for two weeks, the dis- 
trict must shift to all-remote class- 
es. 

“I want to assure the general 
public that our schools are abso- 
lutely safe,” said Kustigian at 
Monday’s School Committee 
meeting, when the Wednesday 
meeting was announced. He 
said he also had a letter from 
both the West Brookfield and 
Warren boards of health stat- 
ing they believe returning to 


school is safe. He also said West 
Brookfield selectmen took a vote 
two weeks ago favoring a return to 
the in-school learning. Kustigian 
also had a discussion with the 
Commissioner of Education about 
reopening school safely and taking 
with the union. 

He also said he received con- 
cerns from the teachers’ union, the 
Quaboag Education Association, 
about returning to the in-person 
hybrid model as recently as earlier 
that day. 

According to the state 
Department of Health’s statistics, 
Warren’s positivity rate has gone 
from 7.6% in the numbers released 
Dec. 31, 2020, when it was still 
labeled yellow by the state, to 
8.56% in the date released Jan. 7. It 
went to 8.16% in the data released 
on Jan. 14 and to 9.85% on data 
released Jan. 21. 

West Brookfield’s was labeled 
red, or high risk for transmission of 
the disease, beginning on Dec. 22, 
when its positivity rate was 6.07%. 
It rose to 6.41% with statistics 
released on Dec. 31, and to 9.43% 
when statistics were released on 
Jan. 7. On. Jan. 14, the data showed 
the rate to be 10.29%, and on Jan. 
21, it dropped to 8.19 percent. 

School Committee member 
David Kirk said the school system 


could have been in hybrid learn- 
ing mode all along, and he said he 
thought Kustigian had previously 
said the boards of health recom- 
mended going remote. 

“Let me be perfectly crystal 
clear, those words never came out of 
my mouth,” Kustigian said. 

He also said the agreement with 
the union was negotiated in the fall, 
and at the time, the state’s recom- 
mendation was to go to all-remote 
classes if towns were in the red for 
two weeks. He said the state has 
since changed that recommendation. 


Resignation 


Kustigian announced that David 
Kirk had resigned from the School 
Committee, effective Jan. 31, as he 
is moving out of town. 

School Committee Chairman 
thanked Kirk for his three years on 
the committee. “We didn’t always 
agree, but I respect your comments 
and you’ve been a big help to us,” 
he said. 

Warren selectmen will appoint 
someone to serve the rest of Kirk’s 
term, which ends with the May 
town election. Kustigian said 
selectmen have told him there is 
someone interested in serving the 
rest of Kirk’s term. 
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Cornerstone Bank announces 
new vice president, marketing 


Alan Whitney joins 
the team with 25 
years of experience 


SOUTHBRIDGE — 
Cornerstone Bank, a community 
bank with 12 locations through- 
out Massachusetts, is 
pleased to announce 
Alan Whitney has 
joined the team in the 
role of vice president, 
marketing. Whitney 
comes to Cornerstone 
with more than 25 
years of relevant indus- 
try experience. 

“Alan is a seasoned 
veteran with fresh 
ideas and unbridled 
enthusiasm,” said Todd Tallman, 
president of Cornerstone Bank. 
“We are excited to see how he 
can help us continue to grow and 
provide an even better experience 
to our customers. 

Whitney held past posi- 
tions with Agrium Advanced 
Technologies and Shemin 
Landscape Supply. Prior to join- 
ing the workforce, he served 
his country for six years in the 
United States Navy after gradu- 
ating with a degree in business/ 


Al 





an Whit 


marketing from Western New 
England University. He current- 
ly serves as the chairman for the 
Ware Board of Selectman, the 
governing body of the commu- 
nity in which he resides with his 
wife, Laurie. 

“I look forward to building 
upon the successes Cornerstone 
Bank has already 
achieved. In just my few 
short weeks here, I have 
noticed the slogan “Built 
on Trust’ is more than 
just words. Every mem- 
ber of the team works 
hard every day to earn 
and maintain the trust 
, of our customers,” said 
== Whitney. “That’s what 
ney sets us apart and one of 

the main reasons I’m so 
excited to be a part of the organi- 
zation.” 

Cornerstone Bank is an inde- 
pendent, mutual savings bank 
serving residents, businesses and 
communities throughout Central 
Massachusetts. Deposits are 
insured in full by a combination 
of the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation and the Depositors 
Insurance Fund. The bank is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer, 
Equal Housing Lender and SBA 
Preferred Lender. 








Annual Town Election April 12, 


WARE — Nomination papers 
will be available for those indi- 
viduals who wish to obtain them 
for the following positions that 
will appear on the ballot for the 
above-mentioned Annual Town 
Election, which will be held on 
Monday, April 12. 

The seats open are two, three- 
year terms for selectman; one 
three-year term for moderator; 
two three-year School Committee 
terms; one, three-year term on 
the Board of Assessors; one, 
three-year term on the Board of 
Health; one, three-year term as 
Park Commissioner; one, one- 
year unexpired term as Park 


Commissioner; one, three-year 
term as Cemetery Commissioner; 
one, five-year set on the Planning 
Board; and one, five-year term on 
the Ware Housing Committee. 

The last date to obtain and file 
nomination papers with the Board 
of Registrars is Monday, Feb. 22,, 
at 5 p.m. 

The last date to file nomination 
papers with the Town Clerk will 
be Monday March 8, at 5 p.m. 

The last date to object to or 
withdraw nomination papers will 
be Wednesday March 10, at 5 p.m. 

Any resident interested in run- 
ning for any of the town offices 
will appear on the ballot should 


nomination papers available 


please contact the Town Clerk 
Nancy J. Talbot to make arrange- 
ments on obtaining nomination 
papers by calling 413-967-9648, 
ext. 177, Monday through Friday 
between the business hours of 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Due to COVID-19, 
the Town Hall currently remains 
closed to the public. 

The current office holders 
will be notified that their terms 
are ending. They are: Selectmen, 
Alan Whitney and Keith Kruckas; 
moderator, Kathleen Coulombe; 
School Committee, Michael C. 
Foran and Julie A. Slattery; Board 
of Assessors, Devin M. Peterson; 
Board of Health, Michael EF Juda; 


Park Commissioner, Kimberly 
Swartz; Park Commissioner, 
John E. Carroll; Cemetery 
Commissioner, Craig R. Simmons; 
Planning Board, Richard A. 
Starodoj; and Ware Housing 
Authority, Jonathan R. Hogan. 

The last date to register to vote 
will be Tuesday, March 23. A 
voter registration will take place 
by appointment on March 23 until 
8 p.m.; however anyone who is 
not a registered voter can do so by 
registering to vote online at www. 
ma.gov or by mail-in voter reg- 
istration. Forms for mail-in voter 
registration can be found at the U 
S Post Office on West Street. 





COLLEGE NOTES 


Fairfield University 
congratulates 


local students 


FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 
— Fairfield University students, 
Isabella Quink, of Hardwick, 
Mass., and Kaitlyn Rousseau, of 
Ware, Mass., received deans list 
honors for the fall 2020 semester. 

In order to be placed on the 
dean’s list, students must have 
completed a minimum of 12 credit 
hours in a semester, have no out- 
standing or incomplete grades for 
that semester, and have attained a 
semester grade point average of 
3.50 or better. 





GRANT from page 1 


tract closest to the former golf 
course, will have a trail and mead- 
ow, and needs a formal parking 
area. 

Henshaw said the grant money 
will be primarily focused on trail 
access and removing invasive 
plants. Forty to fifty large trees 
will need to be removed, and the 
former railroad bed will need to 
be expanded to a 10-foot wide 
trail, with stone dust applied. At 
the time of the selectmen’s meet- 
ing, Henshaw was still waiting on 
an estimate for tree removal, but 
she said it would likely be in the 
$50,000 range. Henshaw explained 
this is a re1mbursement grant, and 
that the town will have to show 
the funds spent on the project in 


e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 

e Storm Cleanup 

e Firewood $220/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


order to receive the reimburse- 
ment. Henshaw and Zinni said the 
grant matches up to 80%, with the 
remaining 20% coming from the 
Conservation Commission fund 
and also volunteer hours. 

Selectmen Kelly Kemp asked if 
the town had the funds to front this 
project. Chairman Kenan Young 
said that the town did. Zinni said 
that the Conservation Commission 
has additional funding to be used 
for these kinds of actions. He said 
the Ware River Park project is 
“more or less dovetailing” the work 
that the commission and EQLT is 
doing along the river. 

Henshaw said the grant appli- 
cation deadline is Monday, Feb. 1. 
The town should be notified if their 
application was approved by fall of 
this year. 


McNeely Tree Service 
Insured ¢ References ff 


e Hazardous Tree Removal 
e Stump Grinding 
e Bobcat Rental 


H: 508-867-6119 © C: 413-324-6977 





The Library Loft 
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We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 10am - 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm + Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 


Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 


We accept books only in good, clean condition. 
For more information call 263-5330 ext. 100 
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Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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Liquor licenses 
not renewed 


Three licensees did not renew 
their liquor license for 2021. They 
include: John J. Weir Post 246 
American Legion Building, 14 
Prospect St., Gilbertville; South 
Barre Rod and Gun Club, 2626 
Barre Rd., Gilbertville; and Lost 
Towns Brewing Company, 43 Main 
St., Gilbertville. Selectmen Julie 
Quink said she understood why 
Lost Towns Brewing Company and 
the American Legion did not renew 
but questioned why South Barre 
Rod and Gun Club did not. Town 
Administrator Theresa Cofske said 
that they missed the deadline to 
renew, and will need to apply for 
a new liquor license. Cofske said 
the town posted a legal notice and 





there will be a public hearing for 
those liquor licenses on Feb. 8. 


Other business 


The board approved a form for 
the Alcoholic Beverages Control 
Commission stating that Hardwick 
does not see a temporary increase 
in resident population during the 
summer months. 

The board shared a letter 
they received from the Quabbin 
Regional School District 
announcing their new COVID-19 
Dashboard. The dashboard will be 
updated weekly on the district’s 
website. The board commended the 
school district for keeping fami- 
lies and residents informed about 
COVID-19 exposure. 

Quink said that she forward- 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


ed an email to Cofske regarding 
first responder guidelines and the 
town’s COVID-19 policy that is 
currently in place. Quink asked 
if questions regarding the policy 
should be sent to Cofske or to the 
Board of Health’s Health Agent, 
Marcelino “Tex” Sarabia. Young 
said that all questions should be 
directed to Sarabia. The board 
agreed that as questions arise, they 
could amend the policy as needed. 
Cofske said she is having trou- 
ble sharing documents using the 
Microsoft Teams platform. Young 
said Cofske’s computer is outdated 
and slow, causing the issue. Cofske 
said that she is supposed to be 
receiving a new laptop that would 
be set up for any board or com- 
mission to use. She will check the 
status of her new laptop this week. 


RIGHT OF WAY MAINTENANCE 


As required by Massachusetts General Law Chapter 132B, National Grid (New England Power and/or Massachusetts Electric Com- 
pany) hereby gives notice that it intends to selectively apply herbicides along specific transmission line rights-of-way in 2021. 





The selective use of herbicides to manage vegetation along rights-of-way is done within the context of an Integrated Vegetation 
Management (IVM) program consisting of mechanical, chemical, natural and cultural components. In right-of-way vegetation 
management the pest or target is vegetation (primarily tall growing) that will cause outages and safety issues. National Grid’s IVM 
program encourages natural controls by promoting low growing plant communities that resist invasion by target vegetation. The 
selective use of herbicides and mechanical controls are the direct techniques used to control target vegetation and help establish 










and maintain natural controls. 


Rodeo, and possibly one of the following herbicides, Arsenal or Arsenal Powerline, will be applied directly to the surface of stumps 
immediately after target vegetation is cut (Cut Stump Treatment). Garlon 4 or Garlon 4 Ultra will be applied selectively to the 
stems of target vegetation using hand-held equipment (Basal Treatment and Dormant stem treatment). Krenite S or Rodeo, mixed 
with Escort XP, and one of the following herbicides, Arsenal or Arsenal Powerline, or Milestone will be applied selectively to the 
foliage of target vegetation using hand-held equipment (Foliar Treatment). Applications shall not commence more than ten days 
before nor conclude more than ten days after the following treatment periods. The herbicide mixes and additional information 
about rights of way management in Massachusetts can be found here: https://www.mass.gov/rights-of-way-vegetation-manage- 






ment 


Municipalities that have rights-of-way that were treated in 2020 but may require some touch-up work in 2021: 


Ware 


Treatment Periods 


a 


*The exact treatment dates are dependent upon weather conditions and field crew progress. 


Further information may be requested by contacting (during business hours, Mon-Fri from 8:00 am-4:00 pm): 
Mariclaire Rigby, National Grid, 939 Southbridge Street, Worcester, MA 01610. 
Telephone: (508) 860-6282 or email: mariclaire.rigby@nationalgrid.com 
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EDITORIAL 


More notice for 
Mary Lane's 
proposed closure 
was needed 


aystate Health announced this week it 
B will close the Mary Lane Outpatient 

Center, with the emergency satellite 
facility and the cancer services probably 
closing by June. Any other services will be 
phased out over the two-year period. 

To say it came as a bit of shock — with 
a six-month timeframe for emergency ser- 
vices to figure out the logistics of providing 
ambulance service farther away for each and 
every shift — is an understatement. 

Five years ago, Baystate Health peti- 
tioned the state Department of Public Health 
to change Mary Lane from a hospital to an 
outpatient center with its emergency room 
becoming a satellite emergency facility. 

In those five years, they invested in a 
range of services at Mary Lane, from a new 
oncology department to partnership that pro- 
vided wound care to bringing additional 
doctors’ offices to the campus. A new $1 
million pharmacy was also planned, but that 
is now a moot project. We commend them 
for putting their money in the center in the 
hopes it would grow services there. 

Unfortunately, none of those services 
drew many patients, according to Baystate 
Health officials. In fact, they pointed to the 
fact that residents and officials wants Mary 
Lane to stay, yet the center isn’t where many 
in the area get their healthcare services. 

Baystate Health Eastern Region President 
and Chief Operating Officer Molly Gray 
said 24 of 28 daily visitors to the emergency 
facility are presenting minor problems such 
as sprains. But what about the other four 
patients with more serious medical issues? 

It is clearly worrisome to people like 
Ware Fire Chief Christopher Gagnon and 
West Brookfield Rescue Squad Director 
Dan McCall that they must now plan how 
to continue providing medical services to 
patients with no emergency facility close 
by. While Wing Hospital is “just nine miles 
up the road” that may prove a trip that some 
patients don’t successfully make. It’s not 
comforting for those who worry they or their 
loved ones will be one of those four patients 
with very serious issues, when every second 
counts. 

We urge Baystate Health to help Ware 
and area towns to determine what can be 
done, if anything, to mitigate this issue. 
Whether it’s new equipment or additional 
operational monies to hire more staff for 
emergency medical services, or both, it 
should all be thoroughly discussed as the 
closure moves forward. 

Baystate officials have said they may 
donate more to the Quaboag Connector, 
which provides low-cost rides to residents of 
eight Quaboag Hills towns, including Ware, 
and ask it to provide rides to Springfield to 
Baystate Medical Center. Their donations 
five years ago helped start the ride service 
that has been a huge help in getting residents 
to medical appointments, work and higher 
education. 

Baystate’s theory is to provide those in 
Ware who have used the emergency facility, 
and the previous emergency room, as their 
doctor because they don’t have a primary 
care doctor, with transportation to Wing and 
help them develop relationships with prima- 
ry care providers. We think it’s a wonderful 
theory if that’s what happens — but there 
have to be lots of conversations and plans 
about how to make it so. And hopefully, 
Baystate Health will tap the many groups 
in the community who have relationships 
with those potential patients to make sure it 
happens. 

It is understood there were pressing 
business issues that led to this decision, but 
the community deserved more notice that 
Baystate was taking the closure road and 
hoping to end emergency services in Ware in 
a short period of time. 

Yes, it would have meant more outcry 
and tumult for a longer period of time, but it 
would have given Ware and the surrounding 
towns more time to figure out the logistics. 
It’s not as if emergency medical services in 
our towns have unlimited resources; in fact, 
just the opposite is true. And it will take 
a great deal of planning to come up with 
logistics that work. 

Our local representatives, State Sen. 
Anne Gobi, D-Spencer, and state represen- 
tatives Todd Smola, R-Warren, and Donnie 
Berthiaume, R-Spencer, who were as sur- 
prised as everyone else, say they will be 
demanding answers and requesting the data 
on which the decisions were made. 

As the state process to close Mary Lane 
moves forward, we urge Baystate Health 
to find ways to mitigate what will be a loss 
to the community and its residents, and a 
difficult situation for emergency medical 
services providers to maneuver. 

Baystate Health showed they were will- 
ing to keep their word and invest in Mary 
Lane when it stopped being a hospital six 
years ago. 

The community and its representatives 
should make it clear they expect Baystate 
Health to help them navigate this latest 
change. 


Indoor seed sowing just like the pros do 


y first experience with seed sowing 
IV inci an egg carton, some pot- 

ting soil and a few marigold seeds. 
I must have been about 10 years old. 
I can still recall how amazed I was 
that a live plant could grow from 
what appeared to be a dried up sliver 
of straw. I can even conjure up the 
smell of the moistened egg cartons 
if I think about it hard enough! Even 
more enthralling of a memory is the 
first harvest of flowers a couple of 
months after my offspring made its 
way out to the garden. 

While it is still too early to start marigolds 
or even tomatoes indoors, it is the perfect time 
study up on the process so that you can be 
successful. Sure, it involves a bit more than 
an egg carton and a window sill, but out of it 
all you'll be rewarded for your hard work with 
a bounty of blooms or a basket of vegetables 
or both. Here are a few pointers that I have 
gleaned from many seasons of starting seeds 
indoors. 

The general idea is to provide a moist, 
warm environment for the seed to germinate 
and then a semi-warm, well-lit environment 
for the plant to grow on. Therefore, props 
are necessary components if you want to be 
successful. Previous articles have covered this 





(GUEST COLUMN 


Growing partisanship 
presents challenges 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


resident Joe Biden took office vowing 
to bridge partisan differences and unite 


Americans. It will not be easy. 

Biden will have to work with a Congress 
that is deeply divided, reflecting divisions 
among the American people that have grown 
stronger and more intense. 

Beginning in the 1990s, we entered a peri- 
od of protracted polarization. Political groups 
became more active, more aggressive in their 
public dialogue and more insistent in their 
policy preferences. Republicans are more con- 
sistently conservative; Democrats are more 
consistently liberal. Republicans accuse 
Democrats of being socialists and unpatriotic. 
Democrats accuse Republicans of being bigot- 
ed and chauvinistic. 

Increasingly, each side tends to be suspi- 
cious of the other. They view their political 
adversaries as not just wrong, but as a threat 
to democracy or national security. They have 
sharply opposing views on the economy, cli- 
mate change, racial justice, law enforcement 
and even whether the COVID-19 pandemic is 
real and serious. 

Sometimes I think that Democrats and 
Republicans live in different worlds. They 
gravitate toward separate houses of worship, 
schools, neighborhoods, bars and restaurants, 
and vacation destinations. They consume dif- 
ferent news media and watch different movies 
and television shows. They even purchase dif- 
ferent food at the supermarket. They are less 
likely to have friends from the opposite party. 
I run across Democrats who do not want their 
children to marry a Republican, and vice versa. 
Republicans are more likely to live in rural 
areas than Democrats. Democrats are geo- 
graphically more mobile and more like- 
ly to live in cities and suburbs. Republicans 
embrace traditional values and tend to iden- 
tify their political views with Christianity. 
Democrats are often more socially liberal and 
less tied to traditional social values and reli- 
gion. 


N THE 


GARDEN 





Roberta McQuaid 


part of seed-starting in depth, but Ill re-cap 
the highlights. Invest in some heat mats and 
set them at 70 degrees to provide bottom-heat. 
As far as light goes, the window sill 
won’t cut it unless you are extreme- 
ly diligent about turning the plants 
many times over the course of the 
day, and even then, “stretch” is like- 
ly to occur. Instead, adjust a “shop 
light” so that it can be raised and 
lowered easily. One cool fluorescent 
bulb and one warm are recommend- 
ed but two cool work just fine in my 
experience. Forgo garden soil or even 
regular potting soil in place of a finely milled 
seed-starting mix. Sterilize shallow containers 
of choice in a 10% bleach solution before 
using them. 

Sow teenie seeds on the surface of moist 
starting mix; small seed can be sown in shal- 
low furrows. Space as best you can by folding 
an index card, placing the seed in the fold 
and tapping the card with your finger. Larger 
seeds can be buried a quarter of an inch apart. 
Cover with a humidity dome or a clear plastic 
bag propped up like a tent and place on bot- 
tom heat. Mist the soil of surface-sown seeds 
occasionally. When thoroughly dry, soak the 
container in a few inches of water; it will 
absorb moisture like a sponge. Once germi- 


These trends were noticeable during the 
presidency of Barack Obama, when the 
country seemed to move left on issues like 
abortion, same-sex marriage and addressing 
inequality. Donald Trump’s election reflected 
a reaction: Republicans became more con- 
servative in some ways but also more willing 
to use government power to implement their 
policy preferences; a change from the past. 

All of this, of course, makes the life of a 
politician challenging. The greater the polar- 
ization, the tougher it 1s to build consensus to 
solve problems. 

However, the public clearly wants pol- 
iticians to work together, to move beyond 
polarization, to cooperate and get things 
done. Surveys find that most voters want 
government to address the needs of all 
Americans, not just people like themselves. 
When officials say they are taking a biparti- 
san approach, the claim typically meets with 
approval. 


SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 





nation occurs, remove the dome or bag and 
place the seedlings within a couple of inches 
of the shop light off of the heat mats. Adjust 
lights accordingly as growth occurs. Use 
liquid fertilizer at one-quarter to half-strength 
after a couple weeks and transplant into small, 
individual containers or cells after true leaves 
form. 

Transplanted seedlings can happily grow 
under the lights until it approaches the time 
to plant them outdoors. About a week before 
Memorial Day, harden off heat lovers such as 
tomatoes, peppers, basil or marigolds. Place 
in a sheltered spot and gradually work up 
to more exposure until finally they are out- 
doors all day and all night. All of this work 
may seem like a lot, but the benefits to start- 
ing your own seedlings are many, the first of 
which is the endless number of varieties for 
sale as seeds versus those available as plants 
at your local nursery. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 
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Biden campaigned with a promise to 
“restore the soul of America.” He identifies 
himself as a moderate and seeks to govern 
from what he defines as the political cen- 
ter. For the most part, his cabinet choices 
tend to represent the moderate strain of the 
Democratic Party. 

He has spent a lifetime in government, 
and he believes he can work across the aisle 
and advance bipartisanship and cooperation. 
He has some advantages in following Trump, 
who did not try to win over public opinion 
but catered to his political base. 

Biden, of course, will not be able to do 
this on his own. He will need cooperation, 
from Republicans and from Democrats. Many 
people wish him well, but others will oppose 
his every move and try to defeat his program. 

That is the way it is in our politics, a sys- 
tem that presents its challenges, but over the 
years has served us reasonably well. 


Should | Wait Until Age 70 To Claim? 


By Russell Gloor 


Dear Rusty: I have read your answers 
to the commonly asked question of “When 
should I claim social security benefits.” You 
always say one should wait as long as possi- 
ble, up to age 70, to get the maximum month- 
ly benefit. But I have not seen you address 
the matter of all the money you could have 
collected if you start drawing sooner and how 
many years it will take, if you wait, to recoup 
all that money. 

I am now 64. I have always planned to 
wait until at least 66 and possibly to 70 to 
start collecting. I have no health issues and 
expect to live well into my 90s. When I tell 
people this, they question why I am leav- 
ing so much money on the table by waiting. 
At age 66 I’d get $1,671 per month and, at 
70, $2,161. Between those two ages I could 
collect $73,524. It will take me many years 
to recoup all that money if I wait until 70 to 
begin, right? When I consider this, I question 
why I am waiting. Please help clear up my 
confusion and tell me whether I am doing 
the right thing by waiting to claim. Signed: 


Confused Senior 

Dear Confused: You are correct that 
I always try to make people aware of their 
option to get a bigger Social Security benefit 
by waiting longer to claim. But I also always 
stress that the decision to do that should con- 
sider several things - most notably, current 
need for the money, health, and anticipated 
longevity. Said another way, delaying until 
age 70 doesn’t make much sense if you won’t 
live long enough to at least “break even.” 
Nevertheless, your point is very well taken 
— not a lot is written about benefits not taken 
when you wait until a later age to claim. I 
actually have written about that before, but 
I’m happy to evaluate your specific personal 
situation. 

Using the numbers you provided, if you 
were to claim your $1,671 benefit starting at 
your full retirement age (FRA) you would 
collect $73,524 over the 44-month period to 
age 70, when you could get the $2,161 ben- 
efit. So how long would it take to break even 
if you wait until age 70 to claim? Well, the 
difference between your age 70 benefit and 
your FRA benefit is $490. So, if you wait and 


get the higher benefit at age 70, it will take 
you about 12.5 years to recover that $73,524 
($73,524 divided by $490 = 150 months = 
12.5 years). 

So, here’s where longevity comes in. 
According to Social Security, average longev- 
ity for a man your age today is about 84, so if 
you meet or exceed average longevity, you'll 
collect more in cumulative lifetime benefits 
by waiting until age 70 to claim. And you'll 
be getting that higher monthly benefit amount 
throughout your later years, a good way to 
offset inflation. Indeed, that higher benefit 
lasts for the rest of your life, and it also means 
a larger survivor benefit for your wife if you 
predecease her. As your widow, your wife 
will get 100% of the amount you are receiv- 
ing when you pass, if she has reached her full 
retirement age and if her widow’s benefit is 
more than her own. And 100% of your age 70 
benefit is quite a bit more than 100% of your 
earlier benefits. 

I hope this helps clarify your confusion 
about whether to claim now, or at your FRA, 


Please see SSI, page 5 
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OPINION 
POLICY 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and “Your 
Turn’ guest column 
between 500-800 words. 
No unsigned or anony- 
mous opinions will be 
published. We require that 
the person submitting the 
opinion also include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior to pub- 
lication. We reserve the 
right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstan- 
tiated allegations, person- 
al attacks, or defamation 
of character. 


Send opinions to: 
Ware River News 
Letter to the Editor 
80 Main Street 
Ware, MA 01082 
or via email to: 
ekennedy@turley.com 


The deadline for 
submissions is 
Monday at noon. 


2021Turley 
Election Policy 


This newspaper will 
print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy 
only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All 
candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit 
their statements to the 
editor to include only bio- 
graphical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is lim- 
ited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please 
include a photo. We will 
not publish any statements 
of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election thresh- 
old. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during 
the race, please contact our 
advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow per- 
sonal attacks against other 
candidates or political par- 
ties in statements of candi- 
dacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about 
key endorsements or politi- 
cal fundraisers. 

Letters to the editor of 
no more than 250 words 
from supporters endors- 
ing specitic candidates or 
discussing campaign issues 
are limited to three total 
per author during the elec- 
tion season. No election 
letters will appear in the 
final edition before the 
election. We reserve the 
right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters 
to the editor to meet our 
guidelines. 





Golf outing helps area 
veterans, military families 


WARE — Sponsors and 
golfers are needed for a May 7 
golf outing that will benefit area 
veterans and military families. 
The Operation Soaring Eagle 
Golf Tournament will be held 
May 7 at the Heritage Country 
Club in Charlton and will ben- 
efit The Brookfield Institute, 
a nonprofit that builds resil- 
lence in veterans and military 
families in order to aggres- 
sively combat the causes and 
impacts of veteran suicide. 
Registration is now open for 
golfers. The outing costs $125 
per person and includes 18 
holes in a scramble format 
with a shotgun start, awards 
and a steak dinner. The out- 
ing is for ages 21 and older. 
Sponsorships of all levels are 
still available, ranging from the 
tournament sponsor to hole spon- 
sors. Sponsor benefits include 
golfing, recognition on banners, 


signs and websites and in media 
announcements and advertising. 
“We’re excited to help peo- 
ple get to know The Brookfield 
Institute and its mission and that 
includes reaching out to differ- 
ent interest groups,’ said Jennifer 
Baublitz, executive direc- 
tor. “This is our first event for 
golfers and was suggested by a 
board member who recognizes 
the need to widen our outreach. 
The golf outing will begin Friday, 
May 7, at 9 a.m., with a cock- 
tail hour at 3 p.m., followed by 
the steak dinner and awards. 
The Heritage Country Club is at 
85 Sampson Road in Charlton. 
To become a sponsor for the 
Operation Soaring Eagle Golf 
Tournament, contact Beverly 
Prestwood-Taylor, beverly @ 
brookfieldinstitute.org, 508-784- 
1546. To register golfers, go to 
www.brookfieldinstitute.org. 


Town is asking businesses 
to take facade survey 


Interest in commercial 
facade grants to 
be determined 


WARE —- The town of 
Ware, through the Community 
Development Authority, is 
working with thePioneer Valley 
Planning Commission to pur- 
sue funding from the state’s 
Community Development Block 
Grant in the upcoming year. 

If successful, one potential 
use of state grant funds would 
be to establish a Facade/Signage 
Improvement Program for down- 
town buildings in downtown 
Ware. 

This program would provide 
grants and/or low-interest loans 


to assist business operators and 
commercial building owners 
with exterior improvement proj- 
ects. Some of these projects can 
include improvements to sig- 
nage, lighting, doorways, siding 
and other exterior features. As a 
downtown commercial property 
owner or business operator, the 
town is asking for businesses’ 
assistance in measuring interest 
in this potential program, and 
in helping the town to fine-tune 
its parameters. Please complete 
the survey, which can be found 
online at www.surveymonkey. 
com/r/FacadeImprovement. 

Anyone who has questions 
regarding the survey, should feel 
free to contact PVPC Community 
Development Planner Nick Peavy 
at 413-781-6045. 


Tri-Parish Community Church news 





NEW BRAINTREE 
“It’s so good to be in church,” 
was a remark heard recently 
on a Sunday in the Tri-Parish 
Community Church in New 
Braintree. COVID-19 does 
seem to be making us feel like 
prisoners in our own homes; 
but, this past Sunday, Jan. 24, 
almost a baker’s dozen of hardy 
souls braved the biting cold to 
worship at the New Braintree 
Congregational Church. 

The service was led by 
Deacon Jennifer Pollard and the 
topic, “Answering the call.” Next 
Sunday, Jan. 31, the service will 
be led by Deacon Marguerite 
Crevier at 10 a.m. in the New 
Braintree Congregational Church. 


Social distancing is easy 
and we are almost getting used 
to masks. And, by the way, has 
anyone noticed the new portable 
sign on the church lawn — large 
four-inch letters making it easier 
to read it and it can travel to the 
three churches as they are rotat- 
ed. 

And, one more thing, coming 
up in February, we will be wel- 
coming back the Rev. Kathleen 
Fitzgibbons to lead the services 
on Feb. 7 and 21. All are wel- 
come. Lastly, do not forget the 
annual business meeting to be 
held on Feb. 7 after the worship 
service at the New Braintree 
Congregational Church — it is 
important. 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


Several local residents have 
raised concerns over the clear- 
cutting of state forests, includ- 
ing Herman Covey Wildlife 
Management Area in Belchertown, 
Muddy Brook Wildlife 
Management Area in Hardwick, 
and others. 

“Most Massachusetts citizens 
believe that the green areas on 
maps locate beautiful and fully 
protected public natural areas. 
They are mistaken,” said Chris 
Matera, of Massachusetts Forest 
Watch. 

“Essentially zero of our 
state public lands (12% of 
Massachusetts land area) are per- 
manently and legally protected 
from commercial extraction.” 

The Massachusetts Forest 
Watch group formed in response 
to public outrage over “logging 
and clearcutting” of state forests. 
Matera said logging, including 
much clearcutting, is “increasingly 
occurring on Massachusetts state 
public forests, drinking watershed, 
and wildlife protection forests.” 


Why they're important 


“State public forests hold 
Massachusetts’s most import- 
ant and unfragmented forests and 
they provide an incredible amount 
of public good, including carbon 
capture and storage, clean air and 
water, flood control, undisturbed 
wildlife habitat, recreational oppor- 
tunities, scenic beauty, spiritual 
refuge, tourism attraction, among 
other benefits,’ Matera said. 

“However, at the exact moment 
in history that we are coming to a 
greater realization about the impor- 
tance of protecting forests, our 
state public forest treasure is being 
increasingly targeted for commer- 
cial extraction by timber and bio- 
mass interests.” 

At Muddy Brook in Hardwick, 
the state’s Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife said it has complet- 
ed the first phase of a 500-acre 
barrens wildlife habitat resto- 
ration project. Habitat manage- 
ment actions took place on 375 
acres in the Muddy Brook Wildlife 
Management Area, and 125 acres 
of the adjacent Muddy Brook 
Wildlife Conservation Easement, 
owned by the New England 
Forestry Foundation in Hardwick. 

“We are excited to partner with 
MassWildlife on an ecological 
restoration effort which supports 
multiple rare and common wildlife 


and plant species,’ New England 
Forestry Foundation Executive 
Director Bob Perschel said in a 
Statement. 

“It’s a good example of how 
organizations can work together 
to achieve common conservation 
goals that benefit people, wildlife, 
and the diverse forest communities 
in which they live.” 

The greater Muddy Brook 
Valley represents an important 
and rare collection of fire-influ- 
enced barrens habitat communities 
in Massachusetts, MassWildlife 
asserts. According to its sec- 
tion on mass.gov, restoring bar- 
rens 1s “critical to conserving the 
distinct plants, insects, and ani- 
mals—including 75 species on the 
Massachusetts Endangered Species 
List—that depend on these uncom- 
mon habitats.” 

According to the Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife officials, 
over the past six years, the tree 
canopy has been thinned to reduce 
high fuel loads and to stimulate 
growth of barrens plants. 

“The site may look bare fol- 
lowing initial restoration work,” 
said John Scanlon, MassWildlife’s 
Habitat program manager. 
“However, in a relatively short 
period of time, the cut and burned 
areas will be covered with sprout- 
ing native plants and tree seedlings. 
The reestablishment of this bar- 
rens habitat provides the necessary 
food, cover, and homes for both 
common and rare animals and pol- 
linators that require this special 
type of habitat.” 

Matera is having none of it. 

He said that’s just another 
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Sides differ over clearcutting area woods 





Turley Publications staff photos by Paula Ouimette 
At Muddy Brook Wildlife Management Area in Hardwick, tree cutting is happening as the Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife works to restore a 500-acre pine barrens wildlife habitat. 





habitat in the Muddy Brook Wildlife Management Area in Hardwick. 


example of “excuses” used by state 
agencies to cut down state forests 
and “nonsense meant to confuse 
the public in order to support big- 
ger bureaucratic budgets and pri- 
vate industry profits.” 


Private versus 
public sources 


“There is no need to log our 
state public forests and many rea- 
sons not to,’ Matera said. 

“Private lands provide the vast 
majority of our wood use. Almost 
always, the best we humans can do 
for forest ‘health, to benefit wild- 
life, and to help nature in general is 


to stop pretending such destructive 
‘chainsaw medicine’ helps the for- 
est and leave the forest in peace.” 

Matera said that a bill will 
be introduced this year in the 
Legislature to stop commercial 
logging on state public lands—the 
2021 version of House Bill 897, an 
act relative to forest protection. 

“Contact your representative 
and ask them to co-sponsor the 
2021 version of House Bill 897 
when it is introduced this year,” he 
said. “We need forests, but they do 
not need us, that is self-evident.” 

To learn more, go to maforests. 
org. 





SSI from page 4 


or to wait even longer to age 70. 
Here is a link to an article I previ- 
ously published on this topic:www. 
socialsecurityreport.org/ask-rusty- 
doing-a-breakeven-analysis/. But 
from what you’ve shared with me, 
I don’t see anything wrong with 
your plan to continue waiting until 
at least your FRA, and possibly 
until age 70, to claim, especially 








CAMPOUT from page 2 


tasty food out of the camp kitchen. “Each meal was 
amazing but two Scouts finished up Sunday morning 
with a “train wreck,” a one-pot meal of scrambled 
eggs and four types of breakfast meats,” said Pelletier- 


Biggs. 


“Given the challenges of the pandemic, this group 
of scouts and leaders are committed to experience 
Scouting. They accept the limits, but find every oppor- 
tunity to be Scouts and be active” said Flynn. “We are 
proud of them participating in this event offered from 
another state. Hopefully next year, things are back 
to normal and we are back at Treasure Valley Scout 
Reservation in Rutland once again.” 
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Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Ware River News 


Scouts set up their tents during the combined virtual Klondike Derby and the 





troop’s annual 


How to submit photos and news 


Readers, local merchants, 
institutions, municipalities, 
non-profit groups, and civic 

* organizations are strongly 
> encouraged to send us their 
hometown news and photos. 


e News items and press 
releases should be sent in 
an email to the news editor 


wofwc mmm at ekennedy @turley.com as 
ee either an MS Word document 


attachment saved as text only, 
or pasted directly into your 
email message screen. Be 
sure to include who, what, 


If you don’t have e-mail, please mail these materials to: 


when, where and why in the 
submission, preferably writ- 
ten in the third person unless 
it is a first person letter to the 
editor or guest column. 

e Please send photo cap- 
tions identifying all subjects 
in your image(s) from left 
to right. We need first and 
last name, hometown, title, 
if applicable, and a brief 
description of what subjects 
are doing in the photo. 

¢ Email uncorrected, raw, 
RGB color digital photos 
at highest resolution direct- 





ly off your camera, or sized 
at least 20 inches wide at 72 
resolution, 10 inches wide 
at 200 resolution. They may 
be emailed as attachments to 
ekennedy @turley.com. 

e Publicity chairpersons 
are encouraged to send in 
news about upcoming fund- 
raising or other calendar 
events at least three weeks 
before they take place. 


We will respond to all 
email messages received. 


since you expect to live well into 
your 90s. 

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or finan- 
cial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpre- 
tations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Gather a harvest 

5. Federal Republic of 
Germany 

8. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! 

11. “The Little Mermaid” 

13. The common gibbon 

14. Volcanic island in Fiji 

15. Mother of Perseus 

16. Egg cells 

17. Teams’ best pitchers 

18. Credit associations 

20. Advance 

21. Hair styling products 

22. Benign tumors 

25, Arriving early 

30. Called it a career 

31. Paulo, city 

32. Avoid with trickery 

33. Easter egg 

38. Veterans battleground 

41. Lack of success 

43, Thing that causes 
disgust 

45. Deep, continuing 


NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other gov- 
ernmental entity. To submit a ques- 
tion, visit our website (amacfoun- 
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47. Ancient kingdom near 
Dead Sea 

49, You might put it in 
a fire 

50. Partner to “oohed” 

55. Actor Idris 

56. Slippery 

57. Plant of the bean 
family 

59. One point north of 
northeast 

60. Patti Hearst’s captors 

61. Places to hang 
clothes 

62. Midwife 

63. Of she 

64. S. Korean statesman 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Cool! 

2. Amounts of time 

3, Aboriginal people of 
Japan 

4. Popular veggies 


o_k o_k 
oO a 
Oo No 


5. Wedding accessory 

6. Deep, narrow gorges 

7. Dry cereal 

8. Competitions that 
require speed 

9.Cain and 

10. Snake sound 

12. Type of amino acid 
(abbr.) 

14. Pattern of notes in 
Indian music 

19. Satisfy 

23. Misfire 

24. Nearsightedness 

25. Indicates before 

26. Increase motor speed 

27.When you hope to get 
there 

28. Indicates position 

29. Where rockers 
perform 

34. Substitute 

35. __ juris: of one’s own 
right 

36. Earliest form of 


dation.org/programs/social-securi- 
ty-advisory) or email us at ssadvi- 
sor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 
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modern human in 
Europe: __ -magnon 

37. Adult female bird 

39. Do away with 

40. Lens 

41, Flattened appendage 

42. Post or pillar in Greek 
temple 

44_A medieval citizen of 
Hungary 

45, Spiritual leader of a 
Jewish congregation 

46. Abba __, Israeli 
politician 

47. Sew 

48, Evergreen trees and 
shrubs having oily 
one-seeded fruits 

51. Swiss river 

52. Grayish-white 

93. A way to illustrate 

54. College basketball 
superpower 

58. Midway between 
south and southeast 
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Preparing to fight COVID-19 





Cadarbisok Village resident Ethel ‘Ambach was among the 75 resi- 
dents and staff to be vaccinated for COVID-19 this week. 


Eileen Kot 
received her 
COVID-19 at 
Cedarbrook 
Village on 
Monday, 
comment- 
ing on how 
quickly it was 
administered. 


Turley 
Publications 
staff photos by 
Melina Bourdeau 








In the Memorycare unit in Cedarbrook Village, resident Shirley 
Ratcliffe received her COVID-19 vaccine. 


Jenny 
Kapinos 
received 

her 
COVID- 
19 vac- 
cine on 
Monday. 
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MLH from page 1 


as to whether Baystate’s plan will 
be approved. 

“We’re also planning to have a 
virtual town hall in the next few 
weeks,” Keroack said. 

Baystate Wing would consol1- 
date Mary Lane, which Gray said 
has been “fit tested.” 

“We have a new emergency 
service here at Wing and there is 
space to accommodate all the visits 
that are happening in the Eastern 
Region and have additional growth 
if need be,” said Gray. “When we 
talk about this taking a period of 
time over two to three years, we 
are going to be relocating the ser- 
vices we provide at Mary Lane to 
Wing Hospital and that will require 
an investment in construction and 
expansion.” 

Keroack said Baystate would 
spend about $10 to $15 million 
investment to “refurbish, upgrade 
and expand that facility.” 

Keroack said Baystate would be 
in conversation with Ware officials 
about the site’s fate. 

“We certainly would be willing 
to demolish the existing building 
if there is no use for it and gift the 
land to the town as green space,” 
said Keroack. He added that if 
the town had use for the building, 
Baystate would leave it. 

Gray and Keroack said the 80 
Mary Lane employees would con- 
tinue to be employed by Baystate 
at other locations. 

To address the need for trans- 
portation in the area, Keroack 
said Baystate has “really thought 
through the issue.” 

“We already were funding the 
Quaboag Connector which pro- 
vides about 1,000 rides per month 
in the Quaboag Valley towns, par- 
ticularly between Palmer and Ware 
for appointments,” he said. “We’re 
likely going to need to expand 
those services and include occa- 
sional trips to Springfield because 
cancer patients will be able to get 
some kind of treatment at Wing, 
but the more elaborate kinds of 
treatments would require a trip to 
Springfield.” 


Community 
members react 


Keroack said the closure of the 
hospital is “going to be a blow to the 
town beyond the healthcare side of 
things.” 

But it’s also means a change in 
how emergency services are deliv- 
ered before a patient gets to a hos- 
pital. 

“T really wish there was more 
planning before they dropped this 
on us,” said Fire Chief Christopher 
Gagnon. 

With the emergency satellite 
facility closing in approximately six 
months, Gagnon said it doesn’t give 
the Ware Fire Department much 
time to plan for how to deal with the 
change. 

Ambulances will be out of ser- 
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Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce Fundraiser sponsored by Dioguardi Jewelers 


Tickets can be purchased at Dioguardi Jewelers, 95 Main Street, Ware, MA 
By mailing a check payable to QHCC, 3 Converse Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or pay online by visiting https://quaboaghillschamber.chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register 


Proceeds to benefit Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce. QHCC is an non-profit organization that encompasses 
the towns of Belchertown, Brimfield, Brimfield, Brookfield, East Brookfield, (Gilbertville) Hardwick, Holland, Monson, 
New Braintree, North Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren, West Brookfield & West Warren. 


The original Mary Lane Hospital building. 


vice for longer times as trips 
will always to be to Palmer or 
Springfield instead of to Mary Lane. 

“Our ability to respond to mul- 
tiple calls quickly is now vastly 
diminished,’ Gagnon said. “We’ve 
had the luxury of being able to 
turn our trucks around quickly, but 
we’ ll lose that,” he said. 

Gagnon said he is also worried 
about having to call in additional 
manpower on overtime when mul- 
tiple medical calls come in while 
one ambulance is already in Palmer 
or beyond. 

“There will also be more wear 
and tear on our vehicles,” he said, 
with each trip being out-of-town. 

“The overall impact is going to 
be a huge logistical change,’ he 
said. “But we’ll have to learn to 
adjust. It’s a real disappointment 
to us.” 

He’s not alone in believing it 
will be a difficult transition. 

West Brookfield Rescue Squad 
President Daniel McCall said Mary 
Lane’s closure will have a “pro- 
found effect on us and our com- 
munity as a whole, even down to 
the level of service we provide 
patients.” 

Currently patients serviced by 
the West Brookfield Rescue have a 
six-minute ride to Mary Lane and 
up to 30 minutes to either Wing or 
Harrington Hospital, McCall said. 
Of the 1,100 transports WBRS 
does in a year, about half of the 
patients go to Mary Lane. 

“We’re going to have go up a 
level of service and provide more 
advanced critical care for resi- 
dents because we will have a lon- 
ger transport time,’ he said. “There 
will also be an economic impact on 
what we do because when have a 
sick patient in the ambulance for a 
longer time, you’ll have to deliver 
more care.” 

McCall said he felt the deci- 
sion was unfortunate and will “flip 
(EMS) on its head.” 


Elected officials react 


“IT am deeply saddened by the 
news of the impending closure of 
the Baystate Mary Lane Satellite 
Center,’ said SelectBoard mem- 
ber Nancy Talbot, who was also 
a member of the group that tried 
to fight the previous changes. “I 
realized, several years ago as a 
committee member, as I testified in 
Boston at a Department of Public 
Health hearing, this would come to 
fruition eventually.” 

She said the communities of 
Ware, Barre, Belchertown, all 
of the Brookfields, Hardwick 
and Warren will find it diffi- 
cult to adjust. “Change however 
is not always disastrous, rather it 
allows for other possibilities,” she 
said. “Baystate Health officials 
have spent a lot of their money 
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to upgrade many of the buildings 
since they first purchased it and 
most recently in renovations to sev- 
eral areas of the facility in Ware. 
It would be shameful to not work 
with town officials for the utmost 
potential and reuse of this site. The 
possibilities may be endless and 
suitable, if we work together to see 
this happen.” 

She said she was heartened that 
Baystate was committing to trans- 
portation, and said the town has to 
hold the company to their promises 
of providing more access to prima- 
ry care for patients. 

Ware SelectBoard Chairman 
Alan Whitney also said he was not 
surprised, but he was disappointed. 

His two big worries are the 
town possibly being saddled with 
an old, specialized building no one 
wants that it has to demolish, and 
the effect on the town’s ambulance 
service. 

“The last thing the town needs 
is a big, abandoned Scooby Doo 
haunted house the town has to pay 
to bring down,” he said, pointing 
to the difficulties in getting Main 
Street buildings in poor condition 
pulled down. 

Whitney also said there will be 
ripple effects from the closure with 
longer trips necessary to provide 
medical care and transport, not just 
in Ware, but in surrounding towns. 

And they aren’t the only ones 
disappointed. 

“It’s certainly a surprise and it’s 
a disappointment. We’re not going 
to leave at this,’ said State Rep. 
Todd Smola. “They say the people 
just aren’t coming to Mary Lane, 
and we want to know exactly how 
they reached this conclusion. It’s 
so sudden, and none of us had any 
knowledge this was coming.” 

Smola said he, State Rep. 
Donnie Berthiaume, R-Spencer, 
and State Sen. Anne Gobi, 
D-Spencer, were all informed 
Tuesday morning by Baystate 
Health officials that the closure 
was planned. The legislative dele- 
gation wants to meet with Baystate 
Health officials and town officials, 
he said. “We want to hear very spe- 
cifically how they reached these 
conclusions,’ Smola said. 

He pointed to how hard citi- 
zens in the town fought to keep 
the hospital open as much as possi- 
ble in 2016, when Baystate Health 
changed Mary Lane’s ER to a sat- 
ellite emergency facility and close 
its in-patient beds. 

Sen. Anne Gobi (D-Spencer) 
said the decision “blindsided” her 
and other elected officials, adding 
the decision was very upsetting 
and handled unprofessionally by 
Baystate Health. 

She said the closure was simi- 
lar to events five years ago when 
Mary Lane in-patient services were 
closed. 
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“We went through an awful lot 
five years ago,” she said, “Baystate 
is doing a great disservice to the 
community. It blindsided me and 
other legislators, we had previously 
heard rumors, but [ did not get a 
call from Baystate until today.” 

Gobi said she thought Baystate 
would have learned from “five 
years ago, and how poorly they 
handled things then. You would 
think they would have made a few 
adjustments.” 

She felt the closure of the outpa- 
tient center 1s “horrible,” and “‘like 
a Slap in the face.” 

“We’re still in a pandemic and 
this is when they choose to shut 
down services at a time when they 
should be bending over backwards 
to help people,’ Gobi said. “I’m 
not pleased.” 


A possible positive 


“It’s really sad; it’s a shock,” 
said Tracy Opalinski, who worked 
to keep Mary Lane open as a hos- 
pital in 2016, and said there were 
no prior discussions with the town 
or major donors about these plans. 
“They were investing significantly 
with Healogics’ wound care center, 
and a $1 million pharmacy, which 
was delayed by COVID, but was 
supposed to go in,” she said, as 
well as the radiology upgrade and 
enhanced oncology department. 

Despite her anger and disap- 
pointment, she hopes something 
positive can come out of the situ- 
ation. 

“The times are changing, but 
change doesn’t always have to 
be something bad,” she said. 
Something positive could go on the 
site, whether it was a health clinic 
or some other project. 

Bob Kelley, in-house counsel 
for Optimus Living, the owner 
of Cedarbrook Village, the large 
assisted living facility built next to 
the hospital, said the company was 
very surprised by the move. 

He said the company plans to 
have a collaborative relationship 
with Baystate Health, whether its 
closest facility is at Mary Lane or 
in Palmer. 

But he also said Optimus Living 
or another company might see the 
property as “a good place for an 
anchor residence with market-rate 
housing.” 

He said he believes Baystate 
will do the right thing by wind- 
ing down the campus with dignity, 
and he understands Mary Lane is 
a very old building that would be 
difficult to update. 

For more information, Baystate 
has launched a website specifi- 
cally about the eastern region at 
https://www.baystatehealth.org/ 
easternregion. 

Staff writer Eileen Kennedy con- 
tributed to this story. 
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Chelsea Orszulak extends for a shot. 
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Lexie Orszulak heads down the right 
side of the court to start a play. 





Olivia Vadnais makes a rush for the 


Panthers 
return to 
action 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


BARRE — The first meeting 
of the regular season between 
the Fitchburg and Quabbin boys 
basketball teams was a close 
affair during the first three quar- 
ters. 

The Quabbin Panthers domi- 
nated the final eight minutes of 
the Central Mass. Pod 6 contest 
leading to a 49-34 home vic- 
tory over the Red Raiders, last 
Monday night, Jan. 18. 

“We shot the ball a lot bet- 
ter and we didn’t have as many 
turnovers in the fourth quar- 
ter,’ said Quabbin head coach 
Dennis Dextradeur. “This is a 
milestone victory for us over a 
Division | program.” 

Prior to last Monday night’s 
game, Quabbin had never 
defeated Fitchburg in a regular 
season game. It also marked the 
first time that the Red Raiders 
made a visit to the Panthers 
gymnasium. 

“We’ve never beaten 
Fitchburg before tonight’s 
game,’ Dextradeur added. “We 
now have to play them again on 
Thursday night. I’m sure they’ll 
be a much different team on 
their home court.” 

That was certainly the case, 
as Quabbin, who had a 3-0 
record following the home 
victory, suffered a 61-44 loss 
at Fitchburg three days later. 
The Panthers only double-dig- 
it scorer in the second meeting 
against the Red Raiders (1-3) 
was junior Connor Geary with 
19 points. 

Geary also led the way 
offensively in the first meeting 
between the two squads. He 
scored 10 of his game-high 17 
points during the third quarter. 

“Connor Geary is an explo- 


Please see PANTHERS, page 8 








By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — Winter sports, how- 
ever abbreviated, have begun for 
several schools in Western and 
Central Massachusetts. 

While Quabbin got off to a 
Start a bit earlier, several Western 
Mass. teams caught up with game 
action beginning last Thursday 


evening. 

Ludlow, Amherst, Agawam, 
Ware, and Hampden Charter 
School of Science were all in 
action with girls and boys basket- 
ball. 

Hockey also got in on the 
action over the weekend, though 
not all of the hockey teams were 
involved with some schools opting 
not to participate in the sport. 


Amherst took the ice 
to start the regular 
season last week 
against Ludlow. 





Regions winter sports begin 


Chicopee, Chicopee Compre- 
hensive, and Minnechaug, along 
with Pathfinder and Palmer, were 
scheduled to get involved on the 
action earlier this week, with the 
game action starting to pick up 
and teams attempting to play 10 to 
12 games during the next five or 
six weeks, which is what is left of 
the winter season. 

Agawam is scheduled to be in 
a bubble west of the Connecticut 
River, including Westfield and 
West Springfield. 

Amherst will matchup with 
Ludlow, among other teams, 
and Ware and Hampden Charter 
mixed up last week, and Ware 
is set to take on Palmer and 
Pathfinder in the coming weeks. 

Minnechaug and Chicopee 
Comprehensive are set to match 
up next week as well. East 
Longmeadow will also join the 
mix in that bubble. 

In hockey action, Ludlow and 
Amherst had their first games 
of the regular season. Ludlow, 
Agawam, Minnechaug, and other 
Berry Division teams will be part 
of a league in the coming sea- 
son. Most of the teams in that 
league play their home games 
at Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield. 

Action at Olympia Ice Center 
last Saturday included Ludlow 
and Amherst as well as East 
Longmeadow and Agawam. All 
players were observing chang- 
es in protocol by changing into 
uniforms and gear in parking 
lots. Temperatures were cold 
with an even colder wind chill 





Photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com 


There is limited action in the 
region with some schools opting 
out of the winter season. 


on Saturday. Players were only 
allowed to put skates on once 
inside the arena. The small number 
of fans allowed to attend games 


Please see WINTER, page 8 


Entry forms now available 
for the Thompson 300 


WATERBURY, Conn. — The 
American-Canadian Tour (ACT) 
and Pro All Stars Series (PASS) 
have released the official entry 
form for the Thompson 300 
at Connecticut’s Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park on 
Oct. 9 and 10. More than $100,000 
in projected awards are posted for 
the return of the historic event as 
part of the 59th World Series of 
Speedway Racing. 

As previously announced, the 
300-lap event will pay the winner 
a guaranteed minimum of $20,000. 
Second place receives $7,500 
with $5,000 for third. Everyone 
who takes the green flag will bring 
home at least $1,200. Thirty-six 
starting positions have been post- 
ed with a total of $85,475 in base 
purse money. 

Lap money is also up for grabs. 
Every lap sold will award $50 to 
the driver who leads that lap. This 
means up to $15,000 in lap money 
and the Thompson 300 winner 
could pocket up to $35,000 total. 


A Last Chance “B” Feature 
has been posted as well. This final 
round qualifier will pay $1,000 to 
win and $250 to start for teams that 
do not transfer into the Thompson 
300. 

“The Thompson 300 is one 
of the most famous events in 
Modified racing,’ ACT managing 
partner Cris Michaud said. “When 
Tom Mayberry and I reached 
out agreement to promote events 
at Thompson Speedway, Tom’s 
first idea was to bring back the 
Thompson 300. Together, we’ve 
put a lot of work into figuring out 
how to make it happen. We’re 
already excited even with the date 
still nearly nine months away. It’s 
going to be a must-see event this 
year and hopefully for years to 
come.” 

The entry form has been post- 
ed at www.acttour.com/out- 
law-open-modifieds and www. 
proallstarsseries.com. Teams that 


Please see RACING, page 8 
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The Thompson 300 will take place in October at Thompson Speedway. 
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Little league annual 
meeting set for Feb. 3 


BARRE — Quabbin Area 
Little League (QALL) will 
hold its annual meeting vir- 
tually: https://meet.google. 
com/edy-cycy-epq at 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Feb. 3. The 
purpose of the meeting is to 
close 2019-20 business and 
elect the Board of Directors 
for 2020-21. If you are inter- 
ested in nominating someone 
(or yourself) for the Board 
of Directors, please attend 
this meeting. You can con- 
tact QALL if you have inter- 
est but are not able to attend 
- contact information below. 
Nominees will be provided 
time to briefly introduce them- 


selves to the Regular Members 
at the Annual Meeting before 
the vote. Positions elected 
annually include: 


e President 

e Vice President - Baseball 
¢ Vice President - Softball 
e Treasurer 

e Secretary 

e Safety Officer 

e Umpire in Chief 

e Player Agent 

e Other Opportunities 


Please contact Shawn 
LaRoche, 2019-20 QALL 
President with any questions 
- qalld3ma@ gmail.com. 


New umpires needed for 2021 season 


REGION — The Western 
Massachusetts Baseball 
Umpire Association is look- 
ing for individuals who are 
interested in umpiring base- 
ball at the high school and 
youth level. The WMBUA 
services high school baseball 
and various other leagues in 
the Greater Springfield area/ 
Hampden County. 

The WMBUA’s first year 
members class will be held 
for roughly five to six weeks, 
beginning in February. The 
class dates right now are fluid 
as the organization moni- 
tors what happens with the 


COVID-19 pandemic. Class 
is usually one or two nights 
per week from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. 
The class takes place in the 
First Baptist Church of East 
Longmeadow’s classrooms at 
50 Parker Street. Classes may 
also be virtual if COVID-19 
does not allow for in-person 
meetings. 

If you are interested in 
taking the classes, contact 
Chris Meffen, the WMBUA 
Secretary, via email at cmef- 
fen8017@gmail.com or 
visit the WMBUA website 
at http://wmbua.org. 





Sign-ups now available tor 
2021 Relics softball 


LUDLOW —- The 
Western Mass Relics has 


opened registration for 
the 2021 Senior Softball 
Season. The Silver Division 
(age 50 to 64) has filled 36 
of the 112 spots and the 
Gold Division (65-and- 
up) has filled 32 of the 96 


PANTHERS from page 7 


sive basketball player,” said 
Dextradeur, who has been 
coaching the Panthers boys’ 
varsity basketball team for the 
past 29 years. “He has been 
one of our go-to players offen- 
sively so far this season. No 
player on our basketball team 
works harder than Connor 
does. He has a lot of poten- 
tial and he’s a definite college 
prospect.” 

Another go-to player 
for Quabbin is senior Shea 
Skowyra, who recently com- 
mitted to play college bas- 
ketball at the University of 
New England. Skowyra post- 
ed a double-double in last 
Monday’s home victory with 
11 points and 12 rebounds. 

“T thought Shea did a nice 
job of controlling the paint 
at both ends of the court in 
tonight’s game,” Dextradeur 
said. “He played very well.” 

Senior Brendan Whitelaw, 
who’s a co-captain along with 
Skowyra, chipped in with 9 
points in the home game 
against Fitchburg. 

Dextradeur also praised the 
performance of sophomore 
Cam Hoekstra and senior 
Ryan Kowal (6 points). 

“Cam and Ryan, who are 
our point guards, did a very 
good job of settling the team 
down,” Dextradeur added. “I 
thought we played very well 
defensively.” 

The largest lead either team 
had during the first three quar- 
ters of last Monday’s contest 
was five points. 

After the Red Raiders built 
an 8-3 lead with 2:45 remain- 
ing in the opening quarter, the 
Panthers responded with a 9-2 
run. 

Geary began Quabbin’s 
spurt by knocking down a 
3-pointer from the top of the 
key. The Panthers would then 
tie the score at 10-10 during 
the final seconds of the first 


spots. The registrations are 
accepted on a first come 
first serve basis. All our 
games are played at the 
Fish & Game in Ludlow. 
For further information 
or to register go to http:// 
www.westernmassrelics. 
org. 





quarter following back-to- 
back lay-ups by Whitelaw and 
Kowal. 

Then a reverse lay-up by 
Geary less than a minute 
into the second stanza gave 
Quabbin the lead for the first 
time in the game at 12-10. 

Quabbin trailed 19-17 at 
halftime, which only lasted a 
couple of minutes due to the 
new COVID rules. 

Geary made two more 
3-pointers and added a pair 
of jumpers during the third 
quarter, which helped give the 
Panthers a 31-29 advantage. 
Then a pull-up jumper in the 
lane by Kowal increased his 
team’s lead to four points. 

Fitchburg senior Gabe 
Rivera hit a 3-pointer from 
N.B.A. range at the buzzer 
closing the gap to one point 
entering the final eight min- 
utes of the contest. Both 
Rivera and junior Darnell 
Thomas led the Red Raiders 
with 7 points. 

The Panthers finally pulled 
away from the Red Raiders by 
scoring the first 16 points of 
the fourth quarter. 

Whitelaw scored seven of 
those points, while Kowal, 
Skowyra, Geary, and senior 
Devin Pride (6 points) com- 
bined to score the other nine 
points. 

“Tt was a close game during 
the first three quarters of the 
game,’ said Geary, a sec- 
ond-year member of the var- 
sity basketball team. “Our 
defense was able to shut them 
down during the fourth quar- 
ter. It’s a very big win for us.” 

The Panthers held a 49-32 
lead before the Red Raiders 
scored an inside basket with 
a minute remaining in regula- 
tion. 

The Panthers, who were 
scheduled to play a road game 
against the Oakmont Spartans 
on Monday, are slated to host 
the Spartans on Thursday 
night. 


The deadline for submissions for this sports section 
is the Monday before publication by noon. 


To send in information, contact Sports Editor at 413-283-8393, send 
an e-mail fo sports@turley.com or send it through the mail to: 
Turley Publications c/o Sports Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
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Audrey LaValley 


WARE HIGH SCHOOL 


aValley had a great performance in 
Ware’s opening girls basketball game 

with 13 points. 
To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Month, contact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 


or send an e-mail to gscibelli@ turley.com. 
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were not allowed to mill 
around in the lobby, and 
the extension of benches 
was completed as well as 
a fenced-in extension. 

At Olympia, if more 
than one player on a team 
was sent to the penal- 
ty box, they were sent 
to their team’s bench to 
serve out the penalty in 
order to have one player 
in the box at a time. 

The winter season 
will continue until late 
February and then Fall 
2 is scheduled to begin 
with some basketball 
action, indoor track, girls 
volleyball, and football 
taking center stage into 
the first month of the 
spring. 


Hampden Charter is 
one of the schools 
playing this winter. 
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register by Thursday, April 15 
receive an early-entry discount. 
The first 26 teams that register will 
also receive a garage stall for World 
Series weekend. 

Qualifying for the Thompson 
300 is scheduled for Saturday, 
Oct. 9 with the 300-lap main event 
on Sunday, Oct. 10. An option- 
al practice session is planned for 
Friday, Oct. 8. More information 
will be announced over the coming 
months. All schedules are subject to 
change. 

This year’s Thompson 300 is 
the first time the event has been 
held since 2005. Previous winners 
include Northeast racing legends 
Richie Evans, Geoffrey Bodine, 
Ron Bouchard, Jimmy Spencer, 
Mike Stefanik, Steve Park, Mike 
McLaughlin, and Ted Christopher. 

The return of the Thompson 
300 is the finale in the six-race 
Thompson Outlaw Open Modified 
Series. The opener of the series is 
the $10,000-to-win Icebreaker 125 
on April 10 and 11. Some of the 
top names in Tour-Type Modified 
racing have already entered the 
Icebreaker event, including Keith 
Rocco, Doug Coby, Bobby Santos 
III, Ron Silk, Mike Christopher Jr., 
and Jon McKennedy. The series 
also includes $5,000-to-win events 
on June 16, July 7, Aug. 11, and 
Sept. 15. 

Teams that attempt to qualify 


for all six Outlaw Open Modified 
Series events will be eligible for 
provisional starting spots in the 
Thompson 300. The number of 
available provisionals is to be deter- 
mined. 

The rules for the Outlaw Open 
Modified Series have been post- 
ed at www.acttour.com/out- 
law-open-modifieds. Contact 
Greg Felton at (413) 695-2272 
or gt.felton@gmail.com with any 
Modified tech questions. 

For more information about the 
American-Canadian Tour, contact 
the ACT offices at (802) 244-6963, 
media@acttour.com, or visit www. 
acttour.com. You can also get 
updates on Facebook and Twitter at 
@ ACT Tour. 

For technical information con- 
cerning all PASS divisions, and 
for media or marketing questions, 
please contact passracing @road- 
runner.com or visit www.proall- 
starsseries.com. Don’t forget to 
“Like” the Pro All Stars Series on 
Facebook or follow on Twitter @ 
PASSSLM14 to keep up with 
breaking news as it happens. 

For general Thompson 
Speedway inquires, call (860) 
923-2280, email oval @thomp- 
sonspeedway.com, or visit www. 
thompsonspeedway.com. You 
can follow Thompson Speedway 
on Facebook and Instagram at @ 
ThompsonSpeedway or on Twitter 
at @ThompsonSpdwy. 





Ware Police Log 


Monday, Jan. 18 

5:45 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Anderson Road — Referred to 
Other Agency 

8:37 a.m. Abandoned, 911 
Call East Main Street — Services 
Rendered 

9:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violation Monson Turnpike Road — 
Citation Issued 

11:22 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Palmer Road — Referred to Other 
Agency 

3:21 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Palmer Road — Services Rendered 

3:29 p.m. Fire, Report Aspen 
Street — Services Rendered 

5:46 p.m. Threat Report 
Hillside Village — Services 
Rendered 

9:51 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Greenwich Road — Referred to 
Other Agency 


Tuesday, Jan. 19 

2:16 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violation Church Street — Arrest, 
Misdemeanor Charge 

Arrest: Sarah K. Herlihy, 30, 
Ware 

OUI-Liquor or .08%; Negligent 
Operation of Motor Vehicle; Stop/ 
Yield, Fail to; Drug, Possess Class 
E; Open Container Marijuana in 
Vehicle c94G §13 (d) 

4:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violation West Main Street — 
Citation Issued 

9:53 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Gilbertville Road — Services 
Rendered 

12:47 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Wildflower Drive — Services 
Rendered 

4:09 p.m. Fraud North Street — 
Services Rendered 

4:22 p.m. Fire, Report 
Mountain View Drive -— 
Investigation Pending 

6:08 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Main Street — Services Rendered 

10:20 p.m. Neighbor Dispute 
Vigeant Street — Investigated, 
Report Filed 


Wednesday, Jan. 20 

5:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violation Gould Road — Written 
Warning 

6:10 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Belchertown Road — Referred to 
Other Agency 

1 p.m. Trash Dumping 
Complaint Palmer Road — Verbal 
Warning Issued 

1:06 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Morse Avenue — Services Rendered 

1:10 p.m. Accident (Hit and 
Run) Ware Road — Services 
Rendered 

1:24 p.m. Investigation Palmer 
Road — Motor Vehicle Accident 
Over $1,000 

1:47 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Hillside Village — Services 
Rendered 

5:43 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Main Street — Referred to Other 
Agency 

10:11 p.m. Alarm Burglar 
Mechanic Street — Services 
Rendered 


Thursday, Jan. 21 

11:01 a.m. Fraud Highland 
Village — Services Rendered 

11:24 a.m. Fraud Pulaski Street 
— Services Rendered 

1:11 p.m. Fraud Old Gilbertville 
Road — Services Rendered 

2:06 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Morse Avenue — Services Rendered 

2:09 p.m. Missing Person 
Pleasant Street — Investigation 
Pending 

2:15 p.m. Harassment 
Complaint West Street — Advised 
Contact Police If Necessary 

5:36 p.m. Disturbance 
Fisherdick Road — Investigated, 
Report Filed 

9:03 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Greenwich Plains Road — Services 
Rendered 

10:13 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Belchertown Road — Services 
Rendered 


Friday, Jan. 22 

3:26 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Maple Street — Referred to Other 
Agency 

4:59 a.m. Alarm Burglar West 
Street — Services Rendered 

7:45 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Old Gilbertville Road — Services 


send Us Your Sports Photos! 
sports@turley.com 





Editor’s Note: People 
in this country are pre- 
sumed to be innocent 
until found guilty in a 
court of law. Police pro- 
vide us with the infor- 
mation you read on this 
page as public record 
information. If you or 
any suspect listed here 
is found not guilty or 
has charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information as 
a follow-up upon being 
presented with doc- 
umented proof of the 
court’s final disposition. 


Rendered 

9:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violation West Main Street — 
Written Warning 

1:13 p.m. Neighbor Dispute 
Maple Street — Advised Contact 


Police If Repeated 

2:02 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Fisherdick Road —- Services 
Rendered 


3:40 p.m. Fraud Malboeuf Road 
— Services Rendered 

3:45 p.m. Suspicious Activity/ 
Person Old Gilbertville Road 
— Advised Contact Police If 
Repeated 

8:27 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Quarry Street — Referred to Other 
Agency 

10:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violation East Street — Arrest, 
Misdemeanor Charge 

Arrest: Isaac C. Morales, 22, 
Westfield 

License Suspended, Operate 
Motor Vehicle With, Subsequent 
Offense; Speeding Rate of Speed 
Exceeding Posted Limit 


Saturday, Jan. 23 

2:35 a.m. Parking Complaint 
Aspen Street — Citation Issued 

6:06 a.m. Disturbance Pleasant 
Street — Arrest, Felony Charge 

Arrest: Wayne J. Burston, 37, 
Ware 

Attempt to Commit Crime 
(Larceny of a Motor Vehicle); 
Drug, Possess Class B, Subsequent 
Offense; Disorderly Conduct; 
Larceny From Person (Car 
Keys); Resist Arrest; Assault and 
Battery; Attempt to Commit Crime 
(Breaking and Entering at Night 
Time) 

6:55 a.m. Welfare Check 
Hillside Village — Investigated, 
Report Filed 

10:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violation Belchertown Road — 
Citation Issued 

11:24 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Horseshoe Circle — Services 
Rendered 

5:53 p.m. Alarm Burglar 
Osborne Road — Services Rendered 

5:59 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Spring Street — Services Rendered 


Sunday, Jan. 24 

2:11 a.m. Parking Complaint 
West Street — Citation Issued 

2:17 a.m. Parking Complaint 
Otis Avenue — Citation Issued 

2:22 a.m. Parking Complaint 
Aspen Street — Citation Issued 

2:29 a.m. Parking Complaint 
North Street — Citation Issued 

2:36 a.m. Parking Complaint 
Chestnut Street — Citation Issued 

5:32 a.m. Alarm Burglar West 
Street — Services Rendered 

7:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violation Main Street — Written 
Warning 

11:59 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Susan Drive — Referred to Other 
Agency 

5:46 p.m. Ambulance Request 
West Street — Services Rendered 

6 p.m. Fire Report Aspen Street 
— Services Rendered 

6:05 p.m. Alarm Burglar Palmer 
Road — Services Rendered 

6:24 p.m. Larceny, Theft 
Report Hillside Village — Services 
Rendered 

10:28 p.m. Ambulance Request 
North Street — Services Rendered 

11:29 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Otis Avenue — Services Rendered 


Monday, Jan. 25 
2:16 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Vigeant Street — Referred to Other 
Agency 
7:52 a.m. Fraud North Street — 
Services Rendered 


Warren Police Log 


Sunday, Jan. 17 
12:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Gilbert Road — Written Warning 
6:19 p.m. Sick/Unknown 
Southbridge Road — Transported 
to Hospital 


Monday, Jan. 18 

5:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
South Street — Written Warning 

5:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Main Street — Written Warning 

8:13 p.m. Breathing Difficulty 
Mechanic Street — Transported to 
Hospital 


Tuesday, Jan. 19 

1:18 a.m. Fire, Mutual Aid 
Worcester Fire Headquarters — 
Services Rendered 

11:01 a.m. Safety Concern 
Reed Street — Officer Spoke to 
Party 

11:18 a.m. Fraud/Forgery 
Southbridge Road — Officer 
Advised 

6:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Main Street — Citation Issued 

8:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Main Street — Written Warning 

8:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Main Street — Vehicle Towed 

Summons: Tracy M. Hubbard, 
55, West Warren 

Registration Revoked, Operate 
Motor Vehicle With; Uninsured 
Motor Vehicle 


Wednesday, Jan. 20 
4:40 a.m. Breathing Difficulty 
Old West Warren Road —- 
Transported to Hospital 
5:33 p.m. Overdose/Poisoning 
Main Street — Transported to 
Hospital 


Thursday, Jan. 21 

12:22 a.m. Parking Violation 
North Street — Citation Issued 

6:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Boston Post Road — Criminal 
Complaint 

Summons: Joseph W. Turner, 
51, West Springfield 

License Suspended, Operate 
Motor Vehicle With; Number 
Plate Violation to Conceal ID; 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle 

1:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Main Street — Vehicle Towed 

Summons: Shawn PP. 
McCarthy-Bates, 30, Ludlow 

Unlicensed Operation of Motor 
Vehicle; Inspection/Sticker, No 

1:45 p.m. Fraud/Forgery North 
Street — Officer Spoke to Party 


Friday, Jan. 22 

10:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Southbridge Road — Criminal 
Complaint 

Summons: Joshua Alcantara, 
18, Bronx, NY 

Number Plate Violation to 
Conceal ID; Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle; Unregistered Motor 


Hardwick Police Log 


For the week of Jan. 18-25, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department conducted 95 build- 
ing/property checks, six emergency 
911 calls, 13 radar assignments, 
32 directed/area patrols, one 
motor vehicle accident, one illegal 
dumping, one trespass, one scam, 
one safety hazard, I1 traffic con- 
trols and 64 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Hardwick. 


Monday, Jan. 18 

2:29 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Main Street — 
Written Warning 

2:39 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Main Street — 
Citation Issued 

3:12 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Main Street —- 
Written Warning 

3:20 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Main Street — 
Citation Issued 

4:27 p.m. Phone — Medical 
Emergency New Braintree Road — 
Transported to Hospital 

4:54 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Barre Road — Written 
Warning 

5:23 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Barre Road — 
Citation Issued 


New Braintree Police Log 


For the week of Jan. 18-25, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department conducted 22 build- 
ing/property checks, seven radar 
assignments, five motor vehicle 
stop, 26 directed/area patrols, 
seven traffic controls and two 
emergency 911 calls in the town of 
New Braintree. 


Tuesday, Jan. 19 

7:12 a.m. 911 — Misdial 
Ruggles Hill Road —- Call 
Cancelled 

1:34 p.m. 911 — Medical 
Emergency Main Street — Services 
Rendered 

2:15 p.m. Initiated — Illegal 
Dumping Railroad Lane — Could 
Not Locate 

4:15 p.m. Initiated —- 
Investigation Collins Road — 
Services Rendered 

7:45 p.m. Phone — Investigation 
Ruggles Street — Investigated 


Wednesday, Jan. 20 

12:22 p.m. Phone — Trespass 
Old Greenwich Plains Road — 
Negative Contact 

3:55 p.m. 911 — Misdial Old 
Petersham Road — Officer Handled 

4:36 p.m. Phone — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Lower Road — 
Citation Issued 


Thursday, Jan. 21 

12:01 a.m. Phone — Medical 
Emergency Main Street — Services 
Rendered 

11:48 a.m. 911 — Safety Hazard 
Hardwick Road — Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency 

3:25 p.m. Initiated — Scam 


Monday, Jan. 18 
8:44 a.m. Phone — Alarm 
Memorial Drive — Building 
Checked/Secured 


Thursday, Jan. 21 
10:24 a.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Investigation Old Wine 
Road — Arrest(s) Made 
4:58 p.m. Initiated — Complaint 


A Remembrance In Loving Memory 


CLINTON M. KING 


passed away on January 29, 2018 at UMass in Worcester, MA. 
He left behind his mother Doris M. King and his brother 
Jann (Sam) King and companion Kristen, and an 

Aunt Judy Kenyon of Tennessee and her husband Roger, 


cousins and many friends. 


Clint loved boating and fishing and spent a few July 4ths at 
the Charles River in Boston to enjoy their annual fireworks. 
He loved animals especially his beloved dog, Oden. Clint 

was a very kind and generous person always giving his time 
and expertise to help friends and others to repair any type 

of repair needed. There wasn't much he couldnt fix. At 
Christmas time he would give generous gifts to his relatives 
and to the toy campaigns at his workplace. He enjoyed his job 
at Lamcotec, Inc. in Monson, MA and worked there for several 
years. Previously he ran a small business of his own called 
Super-Coats which was electronic paint spraying. Prior to 
that he worked for his brother in the concrete business. 


We thank you, Clint, for all the love and joy you gave us. 
You are greatly missed each and every day and will be 
forever loved by your family and friends. 
May God bless your soul and the angels watch over you. 


Vehicle 

Summons: Ivanna Alacantara, 
25, Milford, DE 

Number Plate Violation to 
Conceal ID; Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle; Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle 

11:48 a.m. Harassment Old 
West Brookfield Road — Report 
Filed 

12:24 p.m. Sick/Unknown 
Brimfield Road — Transported to 
Hospital 

6:03 p.m. Harassment Milton 
O. Fountain Way — Officer Spoke 
to Party 

8:14 p.m. Erratic Operator 
Southbridge Road — Citation 
Issued 


Saturday, Jan. 23 

6:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Southbridge Road — Citation 
Issued 

10:55 a.m. Serve Warrant Main 
Street — Arrest(s) Made 

Arrest: Brian W. Odell, 46, 
Warren 

Warrant 

4:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Southbridge Road — Citation 
Issued 

4:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Southbridge Road — Citation 
Issued 

5:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Southbridge Road Extension — 
Citation Issued 


Ruggles Hill Road — Officer 
Handled 

4:02 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Lower Road - 
Written Warning 


Friday, Jan. 22 

6:27 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Main Street — 
Written Warning 

7:18 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Main Street — 
Written Warning 

8:49 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Bridge Street — 
Citation Issued 

9:32 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Main Street — 
Written Warning 


Saturday, Jan. 23 
10:30 a.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle 
Accident Hardwick Road — Report 
Taken 


Sunday, Jan. 24 
9:49 a.m. Phone — Safety 
Hazard Muddy Brook Road — 
Taken/Referred to Other Agency 


Monday, Jan. 25 
2:42 a.m. 911 — Medical 
Emergency Hardwick Road — 
Transported to Hospital 


Harrington Road — Gone On 
Arrival 

5:22 p.m. 911 — Misdial Scott 
Road — Services Rendered 


Saturday, Jan. 23 
5:09 p.m. 911 -— Medical 
Emergency Letendre Lane — 
Transported to Hospital 








Robert Paul 
Chartier, 87 


WARE — Robert P. Chartier, 87, of 
Ware, passed away on Friday, Jan. 22, 
2021 at Baystate Mary Lane Hospital. 

- He leaves behind 
those he cherished 
so deeply, including 
his wife, Annette 
M. (Dansereau) 
Chartier, of Ware, 
his daughter, 
Sharon R. Simpkiss, 
and her husband, 
Robert, of Palmer, 
his sons, David 
R. Chartier, and his wife, Maryann, of 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, Mark A. 
Chartier, and his wife, Luisa, of Athol, 
and Donald R. Chartier, and his wife, 
Brenda, of West Brookfield; four grand- 
children, Jennifer Foley, and her hus- 
band, James, of Palmer, Christopher 
Simpkiss, and his wife, Abby Terhune, 
of Charlotte, North Carolina, Jessica 
Chartier, of Palmer, and Amanda Motta, 
and her husband, Antone, of Warren; 
five great-grandchildren, Davian and 
Christian Motta, Jameson and Lillian 
Foley, and Colin Dillera; as well as 
several nieces and nephews. Robert 
was predeceased by his sisters, Doris 
Fournier, Lorraine LaChance and 
Lillian St. Sauveur. He was born in 
Hoosick Falls, New York, son of the 
late George P. and Mary Jane (Marshall) 
Chartier. 


MN 
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Death notice 


Chartier, Robert P. 
Died: Jan. 22, 2021 
Funeral Mass: Jan. 28 
All Saints Church 
Ware 


Robert was a machinist at Warren 


Pumps before retiring in 1999. 


He was an amateur radio enthusiast 
and was a member of the former Mount 
Carmel Church and All Saints Church. 

Robert was a veteran of the United 
States Air Force, serving in the Korean 
War. He was a member of the American 
Legion Post #123 and the Veterans of 


Foreign Wars Post #2577. 


A funeral Mass for Robert was 
held on Thursday, Jan. 28, 2021 in the 
All Saints Church, 17 North St., in 


Ware. A calling hour was held 


to the Mass from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
in the Charbonneau Funeral Home, 
30 Pleasant St., in Ware. Burial with 
military honors was in Mount Carmel 
Cemetery, on Greenwich Road in Ware 


following funeral Mass. 


Masks must be worn and social dis- 
tancing guidelines must be followed 
while at the funeral home, the church, 
and the cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital, New England 


Office, 313 Washington Street, 
310, Newton, MA 02458. 


An online guest book is available at 


charbonneaufh.com. 


Ware River News 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 


$100, which allows 
families to publish 
prior extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 


obits @turley.com. 

Suite Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





CHURCH DIRECTORY 


TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

“An Open and Welcoming Faith Community” 

Park & Pleasant Streets 

P.O. Box 447, Ware, Massachusetts 01082 
413-967-6100 trinityware.org 
Jubilee Cupboard — 967-3274 
The Rev. Mary E. Rosendale 

D.D. - Bishop Episcopal Diocese Western 

Masachusetts 
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 10am-2pm and 
by appt, Please call the cell number: 413-687-5568 


SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m., Children’s Chapel 
9:30 a.m. 
“You don’t have to be Episcopal to share the 
Word and Fellowship of the Spirit” No matter 
who you are or where you have been, You are 
welcome. 


THE JUBILEE CUPBOARD provides emergency 
food assistance and is open Thursday from 9 AM 
until noon. The location is next door to Trinity Church 
directly behind the Old Ware Fire Station. Please 
phone 413-967-3274. Donations of non-perishable 
food are welcomed by The Jubilee Cupboard during 
open hours only or make arrangements for pickup. 
Food may also be donated to The Jubilee Cupboard 
at a drop off box at the Big Y Supermarket in Ware. 

AA Thursdays, 7:30pm 


UNITED CHURCH OF WARE 
49 Church Street, Ware, MA 01082 
413-967-9981 


Office Hours: Monday 9-12/Tuesday 8:30-12:30/ 
Wed 9-2/Thurs 9-12/Friday closed 


Saturday: Worship service 5:00 p.m (Communion 
offered each week, Healing Worship on second 
Saturday of each month) 

Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday: Worship service 10:30 a.m. 
(Communion offered first Sunday of each month) 
Adult Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday School - 
10:45 a.m., Children’s Church after Children’s 
Sermon each Sunday, Coffee hour after service 
Tuesday: 1.0.P.S. 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: Weight Watchers 5:00-7:30 p.m. 


ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
17 North Street, Ware 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH 
57 South Street, Ware 
Pastor: Rev. Fr. Piotr Calik 


General Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 9am - 12pm; Friday: Closed 
Cemetery Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 10am - 2pm; Friday: Closed 
Phone numbers: 413-967-5913: 413-967-4963 
Fax Number: 413-967-4679 
Emails: allsaintschurchi 7/@gmail.com 
stmaryschurch60@gmail.com 
www.allsaintsware.org * www.stmarysware.org 


Mass Schedule: 
4:00 PM Saturday - All Saints 
5:15 PM Saturday - St. Mary’s 


8:00 AM Sunday - All Saints 
9:30 AM Sunday - St. Mary’s 
5:15 PM Sunday - All Saints 


WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday and Tuesday 7:30 AM at All Saints 
Wednesday and Thursday 7:30 AM at St. Mary’s 
First Friday 8:00 AM at All Saints 
First Saturday 8:00 AM at St.Mary’s 


SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION 
All Saints ~ Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 PM 
ot. Mary’s ~ Saturday before the 5:15 PM Mass 


HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
Vigil: 5:30 pm at All Saints 
Day: 7:30 am - All Saints 
12:10 pm - St. Mary’s 
6:30 pm - St. Mary’s 


Parish Office for both Churches is located at 60 
South Street, Ware - MA 01082. 

Due to Covid-19 pandemic time our office is open by 
appointment only. 


THE CHURCH OF ST. ALOYSIUS 
58 Church St., Gilbertville, Tel. 477-6493 
The Rev. Richard Lembo, Pastor 
saturday Confession: 3 p.m.; Vigil Mass: 4 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 7:30 a.m. 





ST. AUGUSTINE MISSION 
98 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 
413-477-6493 
The Rev. Richard Lembo, Pastor 
Sunday 9 a.m. 


HOLY CROSS POLISH NATIONAL 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

61 Maple St., Ware, Tel. 967-3782 

Fr. Senior Fryderyk Banas, Pastor 


sunday: 9 a.m. Mass 


LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH 
(formerly QVBC) 
208A Malbouef Road, Ware 
Phone: 413-668-7041 
Email: LBC7@gmail.com 
Web: www.lbc7.com 
Sunday Service times: 
9:30am Prayer and Fellowship 
10:00am Bible School 
11:00am Worship Service 


The LBC family of believers invite you to 
join us aS we work together to serve God in 
our community. 

We are dedicated to spiritual growth through 
purposeful prayer, truthful teaching, and practi- 
cal preaching. 

We rely on the Bible as our source of all 
Godly wisdom and truth. 

We proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior given freely by God and offered to all 
who choose to believe in Him. 


GEORGE WHITEFIELD 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
33 West Main St, West Brookfield 
Tel. 508-867-3667 
Pastor Christy Wright 


Worship and Sunday School, Sundays 
9:30 am followed by coffee hour. 
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
108 New Braintree Rd., North Brookfield 
774-286-1322 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE Services start at 10 a.m. 


TRI-PARISH COMMUNITY CHURCH 
3 Oakham Rd., P.O. Box 202 
New Braintree 508-867-3306 


The Tri-Parish Community Church rep- 
resents the communities of Gilbertville, 
Hardwick, and New Braintree. Our service will 
begin at 10:00. Bible Study begins on 9/13 
at 8:15 am - 9:30am. Choir Rehearsals are 
at 9am and Sunday School returns on 9/13 
at 10:00 am. We are worshiping at The First 
Universalist Church of Hardwick, 9 Ruggles 
Hill Rd. Hardwick through December. 

All are welcome to worship and join in 
fellowship and light refreshment following 
the service. 

Change of Office Hours: Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 10am - noon. Heidi Jeldres, 
Administrative Assistant. (508)867-3306 tri- 
parish@verizon.net. 

Appointments can be scheduled at either 
the Pastor’s office or at your home when 
needed. Please contact Pastor Deb to make 
arrangements. debasheps@aol.com or 
(413)478-0731. Beginning 7/6 our Worship 
service move to The First Universalist Church 
of Hardwick through the end of the year. 
From 7/6 - 8/31 Worship will begin at 9:30 
am. All are welcome. 

The mission of the Tri-Parish Community 
Church is service to God by working together 
as a church to alleviate suffering and to fos- 
ter hope, love and the word of Jesus Christ 
among our family and neighbors here and 
throughout the world. 

It’s always good to have a variety of voices 
in the pulpit. Come, support our worship 
leaders and enjoy the earlier service. 


ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1082 Main Street, Warren, Tel. 436-7327 
MASS SCHEDULE: Sundays 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 


ST. STANISLAUS CHURCH 
22/0 Main Street, West Warren 
MASS SCHEDULE Saturdays 4 p.m. 





QUABBIN VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
43 Main Street, Ware, MA 
sunday Morning service: 10:30am - 11:30am 


For more info James Chaisson 
774-200-0542 
Email: goodnews@quabbinvalleychurch.net 
Website: www.quabbinvalleychurch.net 


KINGDOM BUSINESS R.E.A.C.H 


MINISTRIES 
(Realistic Evangelistic Active Christian Hearts) 
Pastor, Rev. Dr. Errol J. Estridge 
08 Main St, Ware, MA Tel. 413-668-9981 


email:thekingdombusiness.ware@verizon.net 


Tues 6-7pm, Substance Recovery 
Ministry 

Wednesday 6:00-7:00 pm, Bible Study 

Thursday 6:00-7:30 pm, Women 
Ministry 

Friday 6:00-7:00 pm, Prayer Meeting 

Saturday TBA, Men’s Ministry 

Sunday 10:30, Sunday Worship 

C.H.A.N.C.E. Tutoring Ministry 
(Children Having a Nurturing and Caring 
Environment) 

September - May, After school, Monday 
- Thursday 4:00-6:00pm 


UPPER ROOM CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
18 Central St., West Warren, Tel. 436-7559 
Joel Hickey, pastor 

Sunday: 10 a.m worship; Thursday: 7 p.m. 
Intercessory Prayer 


UNIVERSALIST-UNITARIAN 
St. Paul's Church of Palmer 
1060 Central St., Palmer, MA, 283-8185 


Sunday: 10:00 am service fol- 
lowed by coffee hour. Children's Religious 
Education also at 10:00 am. 


OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART PARISH 
sacred Heart Church 22 W. Main St., West 
Brookfield 
& St. Mary Oratory 11 Lincoln St., Brookfield 
508 867-6469 
rectory@sacredheartwb.com 
website: ourladyofthesacredheart.org 

Mass Times: 

M-Th 8:00am @ Sacred Heart 

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm @ St. Mary 

sunday 8:00am & 10:30am @ Sacred Heart 
Holy Day Vigil 7:00pm @ St. Mary 

Holy Day 9:00am @ St. Mary & 7:00pm 

@ Sacred Heart 


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD, UCC 


36 N. Main St., W. Brookfield, 508-867-7078 


Interim Pastor - The Rev. Stacey Kullgren 

Worship 10 AM 

sunday School - 10 AM (except the first 
sunday of each month) 

Call for Bible Study and Youth Group meet- 
ing times. 


WARE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
96a Main St., Ware, Tel. 967-0211 
Pastor Jim Van Etten, B.A.D. F. 
Sunday: 11 a.m. worship service, nursery 
and children’s church, 4 p.m. worship service 
Wednesday: 7 p.m. Bible Study/Prayer 
Fellowship 


WARE CONGREGATION 
OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Weekend Meeting 
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Midweek Meeting 


EMMANUEL ORTHODOX 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
20 Winthrop Terrace, Warren, MA 01083 
(413) 436-5582 


Fr. Christopher Nerreau 

www.emmanuelorthodox.org 
Morning Matins Sundays 9:00am 
Confession 2nd Sunday of the month 9:00am 
or by appointment 
Holy Mass Sunday’s 9:30am, Coffee hour 
following Mass 
Free Community Meal: First Tuesday of the 
month. All are welcome 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE 
The Board of 


Selectmen will con- 
duct a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, February 16, 
2021 at 7:10 p.m., in 
the Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room, 126 Main Street, 
Ware, MA. The purpose 
of the Public Hearing is 
to determine if proper- 
ty at 13 Parker Street, 
Ware, MA is dilapidat- 
ed, dangerous, unsafe or 
otherwise constitutes a 
nuisance, in accordance 
with MGL Chapter 139, 
Section 1, and to take any 
action thereto. The Board 
of Selectmen will receive 
comments from interested 
residents at the hearing, or 
residents may send writ- 
ten comments to Town 
Manager, 126 Main Street, 
Ware, MA 01082. This 
notice shall also be post- 
ed on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) 
website (http://masspub- 
licnotices.org). 
All interested parties 
are invited to attend. 
Alan G. Whitney 
Chairman 
Board of Selectmen 
01/28/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 

The Ware Conservation 
Commission will hold 
a public hearing on 
February 10, 2021, at 
6:30 PM pursuant to the 
Wetlands Protection Act, 
M.G.L. 131 c40. The 
hearing will include con- 
sideration of a Request 
for Determination of 
Applicability (RDA) by 
Coffey Hill Properties, 
Llc, for construction of a 
new single family dwell- 
ing at Lot 45 Coffey Hill 
Road, Parcel 19-45. Said 
hearing will be held in 
the Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room, Town Hall, 126 
Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082. To view application 
and related plans, contact 
the Conservation office at 
413.967.9648 x117. 
01/28/2021 


(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT 

19 SM 003333 
ORDER OF NOTICE 

TO: Heirs, Devisees 
or Legal Representatives 
of the Estate of Robert 
W. Fontaine, Daniel 
A. Fontaine, Russell R. 
Fontaine, Heirs, Devisees 
or Legal Representatives 
of the Estate of Roberta L. 
Fontaine, and Andrew O. 
Fontaine 

and to all persons enti- 
tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 
3901 et seq.: 

PennyMac 
Services, LLC 

claiming to have an 
interest in a Mortgage 
covering real proper- 
ty in Ware, numbered 
36 Gould Road, given 
by Robert W. Fontaine 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc. as nominee for Bank 
of America, N.A., dated 
January 28, 2011, and 
recorded in Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 10469, Page 170, 
and now held by Plaintiff 
by assignment, have filed 
with this court a com- 
plaint for determination 
of Defendants’ Service- 
members status. 

If you now are, or 
recently have been, in the 
active military service of 
the United States of Amer- 
ica, then you may be enti- 
tled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act. If you object 
to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned proper- 
ty on that basis, then you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before 2/22/2021 or you 
may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclo- 
sure on the ground of non- 
compliance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER, Chief Justice of this 
Court on 1/8/2021. 


Loan 


Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 
Recorder 
01/28/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF HARDWICK 
NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with the 
provisions and statutes 
relating thereto, appli- 
cation is hereby made 
for a license pursuant to 
Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 138, section 
12. The applicant Lost 
Towns Brewing Company, 
Main Street, Gilbertville, 
MA, Paul F. McNeil, 
Manager, is request- 
ing a license to sell Malt 
Beverages under MGL 
Chapter 138, Section 15 
Farmer Series Pouring 
License. Notice is hereby 
given that a Public Hearing 
will be held on this appli- 
cation on Monday, 
February 8, 2021 at 7:20 
PM. The hearing will be 
held remotely/virtually. 
Instructions to attend this 
hearing will be posted 
on the February 8, 2021 
Board of Selectmen’s 
Agenda located on www. 
townofhardwick.com and 
www.mytowngovernment. 
org . Any person wishing 
to comment may do so at 
that time. Written com- 
ments, addressed to the 
Board of Selectmen, will 
also be accepted if submit- 
ted prior to the date and 
time of the hearing. 

Kenan P. Young, Chairman 

BOARD OF 

SELECTMEN 

TOWN OF HARDWICK 
01/28/2021 


THE 
COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 
MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION - 
HIGHWAY DIVISION 
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING MEETING 
Project File No. 605126 

A Virtual Design Public 
Hearing will be published 


on the MassDOT web- 
site below to present the 
design for the proposed 
Bridge Replacement proj- 
ect in Town of Ware, MA. 

WHEN: Wednesday, 
February 10, 2021 

PURPOSE: The pur- 
pose of this hearing is 
to provide the public 
with the opportunity to 
become fully acquainted 
with the proposed Bridge 
Replacement project. All 
views and comments sub- 
mitted in response to the 
hearing will be reviewed 
and considered to the max- 
imum extent possible. 

PROPOSAL: The pro- 
posed project consists of 
the work for the Route 
32(Palmer Road) over 
the Ware River Bridge. 
The project involves the 
replacement of the bridge 
superstructure and sub- 
structure of Bridge W-05- 
O15. It also involves road- 
way construction, drainage 
improvements, upgrading 
the bridge rail and the 
replacement of existing 
sidewalks for the associat- 
ed roadway, and geometric 
improvements to the inter- 
section of Palmer Road 
and Old Belchertown 
Road. Guardrail will be 
installed to provide errant 
vehicle protection from 
the Ware River and will be 
installed on both sides of 
the roadway. The project 
will, widen both the bridge 
and the road to sufficient- 
ly meet Federal Highway 
Administration’s (FHA) 
design criteria. Pedestrian 
accommodations consist 
of sidewalks on both sides 
of the bridge will be ADA 
accessible. 

A secure right-of-way 
is necessary for this proj- 
ect. Acquisitions in fee 
and permanent or tem- 
porary easements may 
be required. The town of 
Ware is responsible for 
acquiring all needed rights 
in private or public lands. 
MassDOT’s policy con- 
cerning land acquisitions 
will be presented in the 
hearing. 

Written statements and 
other exhibits regarding 
the proposed undertak- 


ing are to be submitted to 
Patricia A. Leavenworth, 
P.E., Chief Engineer, 
MassDOT, 10 Park Plaza, 
Boston, MA 02116, 
Attention: Major Projects, 
Project File No. 605126. 
Mailed statements and 
exhibits intended for inclu- 
sion in the public hearing 
transcript must be post- 
marked no later than ten 
(10) business days after 
the hearing is posted to the 
MassDOT website listed 
below. Project inquiries 
may be emailed to dot. 
feedback. highway @ 
Sstate.ma.us. 

This hearing is acces- 
sible to people with dis- 
abilities. MassDOT pro- 
vides reasonable accom- 
modations and/or language 
assistance free of charge 
upon request (e.g. inter- 
preters in American Sign 
Language and languages 
other than English, live 
captioning, videos, assis- 
tive listening devices and 
alternate material for- 
mats), as available. For 
accommodation or lan- 
guage assistance, please 
contact MassDOT’s Chief 
Diversity and Civil Rights 
Officer by phone (857- 
368-8580), TTD/TTY at 
(857) 266-0603, fax (857) 
368-0602 or by email 
(MassDOT.CivilRights @ 
dot.state.ma.us). 
Requests should be made 
as soon as possible prior to 
the meeting, and for more 
difficult to arrange services 
including sign-language, 
CART or language trans- 
lation or interpretation, 
requests should be made 
at least ten business days 
before the hearing. 

This Virtual Design 
Public Hearing or a can- 
cellation announcement 
will be posted on the inter- 
net at www.mass.gov/ 
massdot-highway-de- 
sign-public-hearings. 


JONATHAN GULLIVER 
HIGHWAY 
ADMINISTRATOR 


PATRICIA A. 

LEAVENWORTH, P.E. 

CHIEF ENGINEER 
01/28,02/04/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 

The Ware Conservation 
Commission will hold 
a public hearing on 
Wednesday, February 
10, 2021, at 6:30 PM 
pursuant to the Wetlands 
Protection Act, M.G.L. 
131 c40. The hearing 
will include consid- 
eration of a Request 
for Determination of 
Applicability (RDA) by 
Martin Murphy, for con- 
struction of a single fam- 
ily home on Lot A Old 
Gilbertville Road. Said 
hearing will be held in 
the Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room, Town Hall, 126 
Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082. To view applica- 
tion and related plans, 
contact the Conservation 
office at 413.967.9648. 
Pursuant to MGL 
Chapter 4, Section 13, a 
copy of this legal notice 
can be found on the 
Massachusetts Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website: http:// 
masspublicnotices.org. 
1/28/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF HARDWICK 
NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with the 
provisions and statutes 
relating thereto, appli- 
cation is hereby made 
for a license pursuant to 
Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 138, section 
12. The applicant Rose 32 
Bread, 412 Main Street, 
Gilbertville, MA, Glenn 
Mitchell, co-owner, is 
requesting a license to sell 
Wine and Malt Beverages 
under MGL Chapter 138, 
Section 15 (Off Premise) 
License. Notice is hereby 
given that a Public Hearing 
will be held on this appli- 
cation on Monday, 
February 8, 2021 at 7:00 
PM. The hearing will be 
held remotely/virtually. 
Instructions to attend this 
hearing will be posted 
on the February 8, 2021 
Board of Selectmen’s 
Agenda located on www. 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
PUBLIC NOTICES 


All public notices to be published 1n the 
Ware River News should be sent directly 
to notices @turley.com. Please indicate the 
newspapers and publication date(s) for the 
notice(s) in the subject line of your email. 
For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call 413-283- 


8393. 


Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 14 
weekly newspapers throughout Western 
Massachusetts. Visit www.turley.com for 


more information. 


townofhardwick.com and 
www.mytowngovernment. 
org . Any person wishing 
to comment may do so at 
that time. Written com- 
ments, addressed to the 
Board of Selectmen, will 
also be accepted if submit- 
ted prior to the date and 
time of the hearing. 
Kenan P. Young, Chairman 
BOARD OF 
SELECTMEN 
01/28/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF HARDWICK 
NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with the 
provisions and statutes 
relating thereto, appli- 
cation is hereby made 
for a license pursuant to 
Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 138, sec- 
tion 12. The applicant 
South Barre Rod and Gun 
Club, 2626 Barre Road, 
Wheelwright, MA, Paul 
Morrison, Manager, 1s 
requesting a license to sell 
Wine and Malt Beverages 
under MGL Chapter 138, 
Section 15 (On Premise) 
License. Notice is hereby 
given that a Public Hearing 
will be held on this appli- 
cation on Monday, 
February 8, 2021 at 7:10 
PM. The hearing will be 
held remotely/virtually. 
Instructions to attend this 


hearing will be posted 
on the February 8, 2021 
Board of Selectmen’s 
Agenda located on www. 
townofhardwick.com and 
www.mytowngovernment. 
org . Any person wishing 
to comment may do so at 
that time. Written com- 
ments, addressed to the 
Board of Selectmen, will 
also be accepted if submit- 
ted prior to the date and 
time of the hearing. 
Kenan P. Young, Chairman 
BOARD OF 
SELECTMEN 
TOWN OF HARDWICK 
01/28/2021 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 
Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 





STUDY from page 1 


created by the MassDOT study. 

“We have to keep pushing it for- 
ward so it’s on their radar,’ commit- 
tee Chair Ben Hood said. 

“Sometimes they have money 
and you have to ask for it. I always 
hoped they would want to invest in 
[transportation infrastructure].” 

According to the report, “the 
study has entailed a comprehensive 
civic engagement process involv- 
ing residents, the study’s Advisory 
Committee — a group comprised of 
individuals representing diverse per- 
spectives from Pittsfield to Boston, 
and other stakeholders in a series of 
meetings and through online inter- 
action. This included cooperative 
development of the following goals 
for the project: 

e Provide better transportation 
options to and from Western 
Massachusetts 

e Support economic development 

throughout the East — West rail 

corridor 

Improve the attractiveness of 

Western Massachusetts as an 

affordable place to live 

¢ Reduce the number of automobile 
trips along the corridor 

e Reduce greenhouse gas emis- 
sions and air quality impacts from 
transportation 
It also shares many of the same 

conclusions as advocates of the 

plan, including members of the 
steering committee and Citizens for 

a Palmer Rail Stop. 

“MassDOT recognizes that a 
robust transportation system is 
essential to providing residents, 
businesses, and visitors with mobili- 
ty to satisfy their economic, person- 
al and recreational needs. Passenger 
rail transportation can be an import- 
ant component of a multi-modal 
transportation system that increases 
travel options and reduces green- 
house gas emissions,” the report 
States. 

The report also says that “Fast 
and frequent passenger rail ser- 
vice in the East-West Rail Corridor 
could enhance mobility and con- 
nectivity for Corridor communities, 
provide residents and stakeholders 


with additional travel options, and 
catalyze new economic opportuni- 
ties, such as development around 
stations. Improved connectiv- 
ity among job centers and better 
mobility for potential workers could 
increase employment opportu- 
nities for workers and expand the 
talent pool available to employ- 
ers by better linking the western, 
central, and eastern regions of the 
Commonwealth with each other and 
with a broader travel market.” 

There are three final alterna- 
tives in the study, which carries 
the weight of a $1 million invest- 
ment by the state and does back 
up at least some of the advocates’ 
claims of the benefits the rail line 
would provide. All of the alterna- 
tives include depots in Palmer and 
Springfield. 

Still, it did not offer the robust 
endorsement some hoped for. 

“It’s not what we wanted, but it 
didn’t close the door,’ Hood said. 


What's next 


Now, he said, the committee 
needs to focus on “thinking about 
how this affects Palmer.” 

Committee member and Palmer 
Town Planner Linda Leduc isn’t 
completely satisfied, but she took 
away some positives. 

“It’s an interesting study,’ she 
said. 

“It was limited in scope [but] 
it needed to be done to gets us to 
the next phase of engineering and 
construction. MassDOT is trying to 
move us out of the planning stage. 
In Palmer, we did all the things we 
needed to do to get in all the alter- 
natives, which is a great result.” 

Like others, Leduc contests the 
study’s estimate of ridership and 
said it’s critical to present accurate 
numbers that will allow the proj- 
ect to become eligible for federal 
funding — a high bar. She remains 
convinced MassDOT does not proj- 
ect a realistic figure and that taking 
a second look — as MassDOT calls 
for in the study — will reveal a more 
favorable cost benefit assessment. 

“One thing I thought was inter- 
esting is this traditional assessment 
did not include an extensive look 


Cad bet hae 
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Stops along the way, including a Palmer depot, of a proposed passen- 


ger line from Pittsfield to Boston. 


into cost benefit,’ Leduc said. 

“The position of the state to bet- 
ter itself with the federal calculation 
— which we fall very short of getting 
any federal money — we need to 
raise that. We have a true benefit 
from the rail stop that can [improve] 
that calculation.” 


Costs 


Costing upwards of $1 billion, 
the project is likely to face steep 
opposition by state and federal bud- 
get hawks, necessitating the need, 
Leduc and other committee mem- 
bers said, to lobby lawmakers who 
have not already pledged their sup- 
port. U.S. Rep. Richard Neal said 
he’s for creating the passenger line. 
Leduc and Hood both noted that 
President Joe Biden could be a like- 
ly ally. 

Unlike assistance with road and 
air projects, municipal rail construc- 
tion is not typically earmarked for 
federal funding, Leduc said. 


Legislative support 


“Not a single state in the country 
gets federal assistance for a rail proj- 
ect,” she said. “The only way to get 
federal funding is to get an increase 
in our benefit cost and potentially 
get that federal calculation viewed 
differently. Cost will be a big prob- 
lem moving forward. We need to 
have conversations with our federal 


legislators. Joe Biden historically 
has been supportive of rail, so that’s 
all good.” 

Hood agreed. 

“T think our politicians will be 
important in this,” he said. 

So far, so good. 

“All of our representatives in the 
western part of the state and even 
further west, are hot on this issue,’ 
Leduc said. 

Both of them credited state 
Senators Eric Lesser and Anne Gobi 
and Mass. House Rep. Todd Smola 
for their support. Committee mem- 
bers agreed on the need to remain 
proactive. 

After the study was released 
earlier this month, Lesser issued 
a statement in which he called the 
report “an important step in mov- 
ing this project from conception to 
reality.” 

“As MassDOT acknowledges, the 
study remains incomplete,’ Lesser 
said. “Most importantly, the rider- 
ship estimates are far too low and 
do not reflect comparable rail links 
around the country or the economic 
growth the rail line will spur. The 
study also does not take into account 
the significant environmental ben- 
efits from the reduction in green- 
house gas emissions as tens of thou- 
sands of cars are taken off the road.” 


Looking forward 


There could be more public 


money available to help get the 
projecting moving forward. If Gov. 
Charlie Baker signs the legislature’s 
transportation bond bill into law, 
more money would become avail- 
able to pay for construction plan- 
ning. 

“Palmer has a place in there,” 
Hood said. “If Gov. Baker signs it 
and that money becomes available, 
that would be a way of moving for- 
ward. Eventually, it could snowball 
into bigger things.” 

Committee member Sarah 
Szcebak asked during the Jan. 
14 meeting if the town would be 
responsible for the cost of build- 
ing a platform and others wondered 
who decides where the platform 
would be built, sparking a in-depth 
discussion. 

Scarlet Lamothe, manager of 
Steaming Tender, created inside 
the old Palmer rail depot building, 
signed into the Zoom meeting from 
inside the restaurant. The old station 
could be repurposed to create new 
one, she suggested. 

“The station that I’m in right 
now — is that something that can be 
discussed?” Lamothe asked, 

“We haven’t been able to get 
down to those nitty gritty details,” 
Leduc said. “Is it time? I think it 
could be. It might be time for the 
town to spend some money to 
[study and] narrow down the best 
location.” 

“As far as location of the plat- 
form, that’s something the town and 
engineers have to figure out,’ Anne 
Miller said. “It can go a lot of dif- 
ferent ways. Palmer may not be in 
position to do that. I think working 
out the location is something we 
need to do in advance so the federal 
government doesn’t come in and 
say ‘no, it should go here.’”’ 

Miller is amenable to creating 
a Palmer depot in or around the 
old one and noted the Steaming 
Tender, opened by Lamothe’s par- 
ents, acquired property around the 
restaurant. 

“T think that should be part of the 
conversation,’ Miller said. 

“This is something I think we 
need to put together soon — ASAP,” 
Lamothe said. 


“We have to show MassDOT 
we’re ready for this. They don’t 
know our town. We have to put it 
in place for them and say here’s the 
solution and maybe give them a sec- 
ond option.” 

Palmer Town Council President 
Lorinda Baker, who also serves 
on the committee, said east-west 
rail advocates might have an inside 
track with the Biden administration 
— Buttigieg. She said she heard the 
former mayor of South Bend, Ind., 
who ran for president in 2020, is 
at least an acquaintance, if not a 
friend, of Lesser. 

Lesser referenced Buttigieg in 
his statement: 

“The study comes at the right 
moment given President-Elect 
Biden’s long history of infrastruc- 
ture advocacy, and his passion 
for train transportation in particu- 
lar, along with his nominee to be 
Secretary of Transportation, Pete 
Buttigieg,’ Lesser said. 


Setting priorities 

While the study presents var- 
ious scenarios of how and where 
actual construction would begin, 
the committee members all agree 
that the Springfield phase should 
get priority. The study itself called 
it a “worthwhile starting point.” 
Hood and Miller sent a letter recent- 
ly to Baker and Mass. Secretary of 
Transportation Stephanie Pollack 
asking for it. 

“Indeed the need for expand- 
ed rail service between the three 
largest cities in the Commonwealth 
should take priority, especially 
when there is almost no train ser- 
vice at present between two of 
them,” they said in the letter. 

“This first phase of a phased 
approach to East-West passenger 
rail would address the greatest need, 
which is to connect Springfield to 
Worcester and Boston. This first 
phase would have an added advan- 
tage that it could utilize the detailed 
work already done as part of the 
NNEIRI study, as well as the find- 
ings and recommendations of the 
East-West Passenger Rail Study.” 
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5 PIECE MAPLE ANTIQUE 
WHITE Kitchen Dining Set. Expands 
44” to 56” $250.00 (413) 436-7461 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


A1 WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
Classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


ECCT 


aah 
1 2 si | a 
r cs 





2******* A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


Classified Advertising 
DEADLINES ~ 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


2021 
TAX TINE 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


Call For An 
Appointment 


AUTHORIZED 
<i> 
PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


| Tatece) natems Wed, @ ode oral aeclacole 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


|) AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


HILLTOWNS 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 








588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


§ Tel: 413-289-0058 
<=>) Fax: 413-324-2167 


PROVIDER | 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every 1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 


thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 





Address: 


_1 MasterCard 


Credit Card: 
Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


LI VISA 


_J Discover 


DEADLINES: 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 
Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Village Hills 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


Quabbin ————_ 


Circulation: 













Ke 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 4 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 






HUBBARDSTON 





NEW 

WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 










WALES { HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 








Includes 
—__—_§  — additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
— 
| 


CD 
ee Ly 


— —| Add $10 for a second Zone 
$35.50 33600} or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Phone First ZONE base price 
Add asecond ZONE __ $10.00 
State. Zi = Add a third ZONE 
X per week rate = $_ = Subtotal 
ae x Number of Weeks 
eee — OWN TOTAL Enclosed 
Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


INDUSTRIAL MACHINE OPER- 
ATOR. Full-Time M-F 7am-3:30pm. 
Fully Paid Health Insurance, Vacation, 
Holidays, Paid Sick Days. Will train eli- 
gible canidate. West Brookfield (508) 
867-3859 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
*Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
oe 
ere, 





WARREN MODERN Studio, $695, 
with new kitchen, carpet and applianc- 
es. Free hot water. Beautiful rural set- 
ting with a mountain view. Located on 
67. Please call (413)436-5301 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
support our communty! 


FOR RENT 


2 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Results 


REAL 
REAL 


ADVERTISE TODAY! 





Turley 





Publications, Inc. 


12 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving the Local Communities 


Agawam Advertiser News ¢ Barre Gazette 
Chicopee Register « Country Journal 
Journal Register © Quaboag Current 

The Register ¢ Sentinel ¢ The Sun 
Town Reminder ¢ Ware River News 
Wilbraham Times 


413.283.8393 
www.newspapers.turley.com 
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Your 


a a SS ey = 
Don’t Buy Until You See Us! 
OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY! 
MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE!! 
PRESEASON BIKE SALE 
Snowblowers In Stock! 
Sleds, Toboggans & Ice Skates 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE @° 7:7 B= 
12 MONTHS 140 Main St., Spencer 508-885 On 43 


0% FINANCING www. whitcosales.com 














Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 


“ames CALL ME IN 2021 TO HELP YOU 
= BUY OR SELL YOUR HOME! 
Last year | helped my client’s 
buy and sell over 55 homes! 
! would love to help you! 


Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990 


Century 21 
North East 


+ LANDSCAPE STONE 


Beige, Blush, Blue, Brown, Purple, 
Red, Lt Gray, Dk Gray, White 


Screened Loam Stored in Building 


Construction Stone ¢ Construction Sand ¢ Concrete Sand 

Title V Septic Sand © Brick Sand ¢ Sand Box Sand 
Utility Sand © Stone Dust ¢ Silt 

Crushed Gravel © Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 
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PICK- UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! =< 

: 98 North Spencer Road, 7 

Route 31N, Spencer, MA >) 

=o ae Sl Be 508-885-6100 ~ 
| ce side 908-885-2480 §) 
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt ™= Ez eS 

















www..bondsandandgravel.com 


WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
HEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH: 
ol ¥ED 1 GD lier “4S: , s 






eT Vy y 
(rare 





We are now allowing customers to come in the store. 
Maximum 10 people in store at a time. 


MUST WEAR A MASK 
OR YOU CANNOT COME IN! 


We still do curbside pickup if you want to call and 
pay for order over the phone. We are doing our best 
to make sure you have a safe experience. 


CONCRETE SOLUTIONS 


199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner * 978-669-0088 
Mon.-Fri. 7:00-4:30; Sat. 8:00-1:00 


_ WILLAGI 


2240 Main Street 
West Warren 


413-436-9900 











CONNECTIO 





»} MATTERS 


TOTAL CIRCULATION 
70,700 
PUBLICATION DATE 


February 17, 2021 


THE ROAD TO 





Tax Laws ¢ Retirement Planning ¢ Lawyers ¢ Financial Advisors 
Debt Management ¢ Banking ¢ Insurance ¢ Funeral Pre-Planning 
Estate Planning © Social Security * Medicare ¢ Budgeting 








TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN 10 TURLEY NEWSPAPERS 
Turle yh THE REGISTER | CHICOPEE REGISTER | THE JOURNAL REGISTER 
purley” Inc THE SUN | WARE RIVER NEWS | THE SENTINEL | COUNTRY JOURNAL 
aA TURLEY PuBLication - | TOWNREMINDER 1 WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES | AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 
WWW.TURLEY.COM 


WATER FILTRATION 
774-200-0225 


WE'RE LOCAL! 
¢ NEW INSTALLATIONS ¢ SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE 
¢ SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT * WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 





James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyof1 waterfiltration.com 


is offering our local businesses 
an opportunity to advertise at a reduced rate! 






e Business profile - 250 words 

e Photo - yourself, employees 
or building 

e Advertisement - 3 x 6 


ALL FOR ONLY ‘239 











CHANTEL-BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING 
= | For Full 












This special section will run in the 
April 1st issue of The Ware River News 
& The Journal Register. 


Accounting & 
'| Tax Service 














teu Ad deadline: March 17, 2021 
Quarter page ad with story (4.75x6) $239 
Tama Half page ad with story (9.75x6) $399 
Full page ad with story (9.75x13) $559 


























Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today 
413-967-3505 ¢ cell 413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com 





TURLEY PUBLICATION 





















MONDAY-SATURDAY 
SAM-7PM 


FAX / COPY / ATM / NOTARY PUBLIC 





WARREN - If you are looking fora Fae 

turn-key investment property, look | 

no further! This well maintained 2 |J 

family has a strong rental history. |FPees (=3 

Great commuter location, huge |Pimi 
Outdoor space, close by access to 

the Quaboag River (great for fishing), i 
tons of updates and plenty of off (2 
street parking and storage make | =~ — 
this property hard to pass up. Don’t |=" = 
miss out on this great addition to | — 

your investment portfolio! $189,900 


a YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EMUPromUnnes 





Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner 


va TRE” Ws CN 


facebook 


michelleterryteam.com 


EXIT Real Estate Executives 
130 W. Main Street 
Spencer, MA 01562 


1.01 Acre - 151 Ft. Frontage 
=| Wooded lot in Country Setting 
Rural Residential Zoning 


BUYING e SELLING e RELOCATING [RQ 
| COLDWELLBANKER STEWART & STEWART 


BROKERAGE 413-387-8608 


Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


Support Your Hometown Businesses 


SHOP LOCAL 





LUNCH SPECIAL 
Fajita Burger 
Chicken Burrito Bowl 


0S = DINNER SPECIAL 
\- Fajitas 
4 4. Enchiladas 
Quesadillas 


‘Check Out Our Tasty Menu! 
Enjoy Our New Wine Selection 


E.B. Flatts 


Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 


Hours: Sun., Mon, Tues., Wed. 7-2 
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 7-8 





Tr FRESH 
} Ss SANDWICHES 
% MEALS 


GROCERIES 
BEER & WINE 











Rlelale Firia 
Ajali fel 


PUBLIC NOTICES tem 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


3 


Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


ATT pm AV AVM ol Ul eo) i (oj alojaor-\-mabla(-\"Meorelan 





Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 


=| >lol= 


Ed 
il ee 


